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In questo libro Scaglioso contestualizza la figura di mons. Romero dentro la 

condizione socio-HFRQRPLFD�H�FXOWXUDOH�GHOO¶$PHULFD�/DWLQD�GHJOL�DQQL�in cui egli operò, 

ossia gli ultimi anni Settanta - i primissimi anni Ottanta del secolo scorso. Si tratta dunque 

QRQ� WDQWR�GL� XQD�ELRJUDILD�GL� XQ�YHVFRYR��PD� O¶DQDOLVL� GHOOD� FRQGL]LRQH�GL� VRVWDQ]LDOH�

guerra civile in cui il popolo salvadoregno si trovò a vivere e dello sforzo che fece la 

Chiesa (almeno una parte di essa) per sostenere i poveri, i contadini, i nativi, vessati da 

un regime in combutta con le forze più retrive della società, nel contesto di una condizione 

internazionale che era ostile ai tentativi di resistenza e di autonomia che la realtà latino 

americana metteva in campo. 

Mons. Romero trova nel Vangelo la sua fonte di ispirazione, prendendo a riferimento 

OD�FHQWUDOLWj�GHOOD�ILJXUD�GHO�%XRQ�6DPDULWDQR��VHJQDOD�O¶LPSRUWDQ]D�GHOOD�FRPSDVVLRQH��

Il suo impegno a favore degli oppressi deriva da lì. Si erge a strenuo difensori dei più 

poveri, dei più fragili e denuncia coraggiosamente chi è causa della loro sofferenza, 

accettando le eventuali conseguenze della sua presa di posizione.  

Oggi, per volontà principalmente di Papa Francesco, Romero è venerato come santo. 

Ma - non dimentichiamo - la sua causa di beatificazione, sebbene iniziata nel 1997 rimase 

OXQJDPHQWH� IHUPD�� ILQFKp�%HUJRJOLR�QHO������QRQ� LPSUHVVH�XQ¶DFFHOHUD]LRQH��HVVHQGR�

stato quello di Romero un vero e proprio martirio in difesa della fede. Nel 2018 finalmente 

YHQQH�GLFKLDUDWR�VDQWR��6DQW¶2VFDU�$UQXOIR�5RPHUR�\�*DOGámez, vescovo e martire. La 

sua festa cade il 24 marzo, giorno della sua uccisione, ma anche�JLRUQDWD�GHOO¶218�LQ�

GLIHVD�GHL�GLULWWL�XPDQL� 

&KH�3DSD�)UDQFHVFR�DYYHUWD�XQD�SDUWLFRODUH�VLQWRQLD�FRQ�5RPHUR�VL�HYLQFH�GD�DOFXQL�

VLJQLILFDWLYL� SDVVDJJL� GHOOD� VXD� SDVWRUDOH�� 1HOO¶(YDQJHOL� *DXGLXP� WURYLDPR�� ³q�

LQGLVFXWLELOH�FKH�XQD�VROD�FXOWXUD�QRQ�HVDXULVFD�LO�PLVWHUR�GHOOD�UHGHQ]LRQH�GL�&ULVWR´��³OD�

IHGH� QRQ� SXz� FKLXGHUVL� GHQWUR� L� FRQILQL� GHOOD� FRPSUHQVLRQH� H� GHOO¶HVSUHVVLRQH� GL� XQD�

FXOWXUD�SDUWLFRODUH´���'XH�IUDVL�PROWR�FKLDUH��FKH�PLUDQR�D�VYLQFRODUH�OD�&KLHVD�GD�XQD�

SUHVD� HXURFHQWULFD�� OHJLWWLPDQGR� HVSHULHQ]H� FKH� LQWHUSUHWDQR� LO�PHVVDJJLR� FULVWLDQR� GD�

DOWUH�SURVSHWWLYH�FXOWXUDOL��SLHQDPHQWH�WLWRODWH�D�GHFOLQDUH�LO�9DQJHOR�VHFRQGR�VSHFLILFKH�

FLUFRVWDQ]H�VWRULFR�FXOWXUDOL��)RQGDPHQWDOH�q�WHQHU�IHGH�DO�FXRUH�GHO�PHVVDJJLR�GL�&ULVWR��

FKH� SUHWHQGH� DPRUH� SHU� WXWWL� L� IUDWHOOL�� LQ� VSHFLH� TXHOOL� SL�� SRYHUL�� GHSULYDWL� GHOOD� ORUR�

GLJQLWj��HPDUJLQDWL�GDOOD�VRFLHWj�� 

/D� IHGH� GL� 5RPHUR� IX� PRWLYDWD� GD� TXHVWD� LQWHQ]LRQH�� (JOL� FKLHGHYD� FRQ� IRU]D�

O¶DWWHQ]LRQH�GHO�PRQGR�VXOO¶HVLVWHQ]D�GHOOH�JUDYL�YLROD]LRQL�GHL�GLULWWL�GL�SRSROD]LRQL�FKH�
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YHQLYDQR�GHSULYDWH�GL�RJQL�FRVD��ULGRWWH�LQ�PLVHULD��FRVWUHWWH�DOOD�VRIIHUHQ]D��6DSHYD�GL�

HVVHUH�QHO�PLULQR�H�DYHYD�SDXUD��PD�QRQRVWDQWH�FLz�DIIURQWz�FRQ�FRUDJJLR�LO�VXR�PDUWLULR��

8Q�PHVH�GL�SULPD�GL�HVVHUH�WUXFLGDWR�VFULVVH��³+R�SDXUD�SHU�OD�YLROHQ]D�SHU�OD�PLD�SHUVRQD��

>«@� 7HPR� SHU� OD� GHEROH]]D� GHOOD� FDUQH� PD� FKLHGR� DO� 6LJQRUH� FKH� PL� GLD� VHUHQLWj� H�

SHUVHYHUDQ]D«�*HV�� &ULVWR� DVVLVWHWWH� L� PDUWLUL� H�� VH� QHFHVVDULR�� OR� VHQWLUz� SL�� YLFLQR�

QHOO¶DIILGDUJOL�LO�PLR�XOWLPR�UHVSLUR´� 

3DSD� )UDQFHVFR� LQ� WXWWL� TXHVWL� DQQL� FL� KD� VSLHJDWR� FRPH� JLXVWL]LD� H� SDFH� VLDQR�

VWUHWWDPHQWH�FRQQHVVH��VROR�ULPHWWHQGR�DO�FHQWUR�GHOO¶HFRQRPLD�H�GHOOD�SROLWLFD�OD�SHUVRQD�

XPDQD�H�LO�EHQH�FRPXQH�q�SRVVLELOH�VSHUDUH�LQ�XQD�SDFH�VRFLDOH�GHQWUR�OH�QD]LRQL�H�IUD�OH�

QD]LRQL� 

,O� PHVVDJJLR� FULVWLDQR� q� FKLDUR� H� FRQVLVWH� QHO� PLVWHUR� GHOO¶LQFDUQD]LRQH�� 'LR�� FRO�

&ULVWR�� VFHQGH� WUD� JOL� XRPLQL� SHU� FRQGLYLGHUQH� OD� VRUWH�� SHU� VRIIULUH� DVVLHPH� D� ORUR� H�

DWWUDYHUVR�OD�FRQGLYLVLRQH�GHO�GRORUH�OHQLUOR��ULVFDWWDUOR��O,�IDUVL�FDUQH�GL�'LR�q�XQD�ULFKLHVWD�

DJOL�XRPLQL�GL�EXRQD�YRORQWj��FRQWLQXDUH�TXHO�JHVWR��ULDWWXDOL]]DUOR��FRQ�XQ¶HVSUHVVLRQH�

GL�FRPSDVVLRQH��GL�WHQHUH]]D�H�GL�FRQGLYLVLRQH��QHOO¶LPSHJQR�SHU�ULVFDWWDUH�TXL��VX�TXHVWD�

WHUUD��OD�FRQGL]LRQH�GL�PLVHULD��GL�IUDJLOLWj��GL�VRIIHUHQ]D��TXL��VX�TXHVWD�WHUUD��SHU�GLPLQXLUH�

LO�WDVVR�GL�FUXGHOWj�FKH�FDUDWWHUL]]D�OH�UHOD]LRQL�WUD�JOL�XRPLQL� 

$PDUH�'LR��GXQTXH���H�TXHVWR�5RPHUR�OR�DYHYD�EHQ�FRPSUHVR���q�IDUH�L�FRQWL�FRQ�OH�

LQLTXLWj�GHO�PRQGR��OD�VXD�XOWLPD�RPHOLD��TXHOOD�GHO����PDU]R�������SURQXQFLDWD�QHOOD�

&DWWHGUDOH��FRQWLHQH�XQD�GHFLVD�GHQXQFLD�GHL�FRPSRUWDPHQWL�ORQWDQL�GDO�9DQJHOR�FKH�HJOL�

YHGHYD�H�QRQ�SRWHYD�IDU�ILQWD�GL�QRQ�YHGHUH��,O�ULIHULPHQWR�HUD�DO�IDPLJHUDWR�EDWWDJOLRQH�

GHOOD� PRUWH� $WOFDWO�� DGGHVWUDWR� GDOOD� &,$� SHU� FRPEDWWHUH� OD� JXHUULJOLD� GHO� Fronte 

Farabundo Martí per la Liberazione Nazionale, che raccoglieva i principali partiti e 

movimenti di opposizionH�DOOD�GLWWDWXUD�PLOLWDUH�VDOYDGRUHJQD� 

5RPHUR��GXUDQWH� LO� VXR� YHVFRYDWR�� FKH�GXUz�GDO� �����DO� ������ WHQWz�GL� IHUPDUH� OD�

YLROHQ]D�FKH�VFXRWHYD�LO�SDHVH�PDQWHQHQGR�OD�EDUUD�GULWWD�GHOOD�&KLHVD�VXOOD�VXD�PLVVLRQH��

QRQ�OD�WUDVIRUPz�LQ�XQ�SDUWLWR�R�LQ�XQ¶RUJDQL]]D]LRQH�LQVXUUH]LRQDOH��SUHGLFDYD�O¶LPSHJQR�

SROLWLFR��OD�IHUPD�RSSRVL]LRQH�DO�UHJLPH�LQ�QRPH�GHOOD�JLXVWL]LD�H�GHO�9DQJHOR� 

/D� UDGLFDOLWj� GL� 5RPHUR� q� TXHOOD� FKH� JOL� SURYLHQH� GLUHWWDPHQWH� GDOOD� OHWWXUD� GHO�

9DQJHOR�� LO� TXDOH� SUHWHQGH� FKH� OD� &KLHVD� VLD� D� ILDQFR� GHL� SRYHUL� H� QRQ� GHOOH� FODVVL�

GRPLQDQWL��4XHVWR�OR�SRQHYD�LQ�RJJHWWLYR�FRQWUDVWR�FRQ�TXHOOH�IUDQJH�LQWHUQH�DOOD�&KLHVD�

FROOXVH�FRQ�LO�SRWHUH� 

%HUJRJOLR��ULFKLDPDQGRVL�DOO¶�HVHPSLR�GL�5RPHUR��KD�FKLDULWR�LO�ELYLR�GL�IURQWH�D�FXL�

RJJL�OD�&KLHVD�VL�WURYD� 

D��DGHULUH�DO�PRGHOOR�FDSLWDOLVWLFR�XOWUDOLEHULVWD��SURPXRYHQGR�XQ�WHPSHUDPHQWR�GHL�

VXRL�HIIHWWL�SL��GHOHWHUL�FRQ�OD�FDULWj�H�OD�UHOLJLRVLWj�SHUVRQDOH� 

E��VFKLHUDUVL�SURIHWLFDPHQWH�D�IDYRUH�GL�XQ�QXRYR�PRGHOOR�GL�VYLOXSSR��SL��JLXVWR�H�

LVSLUDWR�FRQ�UDGLFDOH�GHWHUPLQD]LRQH�DL�SULQFLSL�FULVWLDQL� 

/D� VFHOWD� GL�5RPHUR� q� HYLGHQWHPHQWH� D� IDYRUH� GL� TXHVWD� VHFRQGD� RS]LRQH��PDWXUD�

SLHQD� FRQVDSHYROH]]D� GHOOD� QHFHVVLWj� GL� VFKLHUDU]L�� D� VHJXLWR� GL� XQ� HYHQWR� FKH� VFXRWH�
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SURIRQGDPHQWH�LO�VXR�DQLPR�H�OR�FRQYHUWH��������SDGUH�5XWLOLR�*UDQGH�YLHQH�DVVDVVLQDWR�

DVVLHPH�D�GXH�DOWUL�FRPSDJQL�GL�IHGH��,O�SHUFKp�q�QHO�VXR�LPSHJQR�D�IDYRUH�GHL�SRYHUL��

HVSUHVVR�FRQ�OH�D]LRQL�H�OH�SDUROH��,O����IHEEUDLR�������GXUDQWH�XQ¶RPHOLD��DYHYD�GHWWR��VH�

*HV�� LQ�SHUVRQD�YHQLVVH�TXL�� VDUHEEH�DFFXVDWR� ³GL�HVVHUH�XQ�VRELOODWRUH�� XQR�VWUDQLHUR�

HEUHR�� FKH�FRQIRQGH� LO�SRSROR�FRQ� LGHH�VWUDQH�HG�HVRWLFKH�� FRQWUR� OD�GHPRFUD]LD��FLRq�

FRQWUR�OD�PLQRUDQ]D�GHL�ULFFKL��LO�FODQ�GHL�&DLQL�>«@��OR�LQFKLRGHUHEEHUR�QXRYDPHQWH�DOOD�

FURFH��(�'LR�PL�SURLELVFH�GL�HVVHUH�DQFK¶LR�XQR�GHL�FURFHILVVHUR´��0HQR�GL�XQ�PHVH�GRSR�

YHQQH� DVVDVVLQDWR�� PHQWUH�� DVVLHPH� D� GXH� FRQWDGLQL� FKH� O¶DFFRPSDJQDYDQR� �Manuel 

Solórzano, di settantanni, e Nelson Rutilio Lemus, di sedici), si recava a celebrare la 

Messa. Quella brutale uccisione fu il punto di svolta per mons. Romero, che fino a quel 

momento non aveva di certo brillato per la radicalità delle sue posizioni, nutrendo molte 

riserve nei confronti della teologia della liberazione.  

/D�GRPDQGD�IRQGDPHQWDOH�GL�PRQV��5RPHUR�ULJXDUGD�OD�SUHVHQ]D�GHO�PDOH�QHO�PRQGR��

LO� PDOH� FKH� q� VRIIHUHQ]D� ILVLFD� R� SVLFKLFD�� LO� PDOH� FKH� GHULYD� DOO¶DOWUXL� LQGLIIHUHQ]D���

PDOYDJLWj��FDWWLYHULD���FUXGHOWj��LO�PDOH�FRQQHVVR�FRQ�OD�IUDJLOLWj�GHOO¶HVVHUH�XPDQR��FKH�q�

GHVWLQDWR�D�SHULUH��FRPH�VRQR�GHVWLQDWH�D�SHULUH�OH�DOWUH�FUHDWXUH�GHO�SLDQHWD�� 

'L�IURQWH�DO�PDOH��HVVL�VL�FKLHGRQR��TXDOH�GHY¶HVVHUH�O¶DWWHJJLDPHQWR�GHO�FULVWLDQR"� 

/D�ULVSRVWD�OD�WURYD�QHOO¶DVFROWR��%LVRJQD�SRUVL�LQ�DVFROWR��GLUHL�LQ�ULVRQDQ]D��FRQ�FKL�

VRIIUH� H� UHQGHUVL� GLVSRQLELOL� DG� DFFRPSDJQDUOR� QHO� FDPPLQR� GL� VRIIHUHQ]D�� SRLFKp� OD�

VRIIHUHQ]D�DIIURQWDWD�LQ�VROLWXGLQH�q�DQFRU�SL��WULVWH��LQ�TXDQWR�GHSULYD�LO�VRIIHUHQWH�G¶RJQL�

ILGXFLD�H�G¶RJQL� VSHUDQ]D��/¶DVFROWR�GXQTXH�DSUH�DOOD� VROLGDULHWj�� DOOD� IUDWHUQLWj�� FKH�q�

FRQVROD]LRQH��FRQIRUWR�HG�DSHUWXUD�GL�VHQVR�� 

4XHVWR�q�LO�IRQGDPHQWR�GHO�PHVVDJJLR�FULVWLDQR��'LR�VL�q�IDWWR�XRPR�SHU�FRQGLYLGHUH�

OD� FRQGL]LRQH� XPDQD�� SHU� DEEUDFFLDUQH� OH� VRIIHUHQ]H� H� GLPRVWUDJOL� FRQ� FLz� OD� VXD�

SURVVLPLWj��,Q�TXHVWD�SURVVLPLWj�GL�'LR�GLVSRQLELOH�D�FRQGLYLGHUH�GHOO¶XPDQR�RJQL�DVSHWWR��

FRPSUHVR�TXHOOR�GHO�GRORUH�H�GHOOD�PRUWH�� VWD� OD�SRWHQ]D�GHO�FULVWLDQHVLPR��FKH� LQGLFD�

QHOO¶HVHPSLR�GHO�&ULVWR�XQD�SRVVLELOLWj�GL�UHOD]LRQH�DO�PRQGR��%LVRJQD�DYYHUWLUH�LO�PDOH��

DEEUDFFLDUH� OD� VRIIHUHQ]D� H� LQ� TXHVWR� WURYDUH� LO� VHQVR� SURIRQGR� GHOOR� VWDUH� DVVLHPH��

/DVFLDUH� LUUHGHQWD� OD� VRIIHUHQ]D�� IDU� ILQWD� FKH� LO� GLVHUHGDWR�� LO� SRYHUR�� LO�PDODWR� VLDQR�

FRQGL]LRQL� FKH�QRQ�FL� LQWHUHVVDQR� VLJQLILFD�GHSULYDUH�GL� VHQVR� OD�QRVWUD� YLWD�� SRLFKp� q�

SURSULR�GHOO¶XRPR�O¶HVVHUH�LQ�UHOD]LRQH�HG�HVVHUH�³WRFFDWR´�GD�FLz�FKH�VXFFHGH�LQWRUQR�D�

OXL�� 

&KL�KD�XQD�VHQVLELOLWj�SURIHWLFD��VD�FKH�SHU�UHVLVWHUH�DO�PDOH��SHU�LPSHGLUJOL�GL�GLODJDUH�

QHO�PRQGR��ELVRJQD�DWWLYDPHQWH�SHUVHJXLUH�LO�EHQH��LPSHJQDUVL�FRQYLQWDPHQWH�SHU�FUHDUH�

RDVL�VHPSUH�SL��JUDQGL�GL�EHQH��HVVH�VRQR�GHVWLQDWH�DG�HVSDQGHUVL�� 

$QFKH�VH�TXHVWR�FDPPLQR�SURIHWLFR�GRYHVVH�FRPSRUWDUH�OD�PHVVD�LQ�JLRFR�GHOOD�SURSULD�

HVLVWHQ]D��YD�FRPSLXWR��VH�FLz�YXRO�GLUH�IHGHOWj�DL�SURSUL�FRQYLQFLPHQWL��DOOD�SURSULD�IHGH��

'L�TXHVWR�DOOD�ILQH�SDUOLDPR�TXDQGR�WUDWWLDPR�GL�ILJXUH�FRPH�TXHOOD�GL�PRQV��5RPHUR��

(JOL�VHSSH�XVDUH�QHL�VXRL�FULWHUL�GL�YDOXWD]LRQH�TXHOOD�FKH�GRQ�7RQLQR�%HOOR���FKH�DYHYD�

QRQ� D� FDVR� XQD� VWLPD� LPPHQVD� SHU� PRQV�� 5RPHUR� �� FKLDPDYD� ³OD� PLVXUD� GHL� WHPSL�
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OXQJKL´��FKH�VFDYDOFDQR�OD�SURSULD�LQGLYLGXDOH�HVLVWHQ]D��SURLHWWDQGROD�VSHUDQ]RVDPHQWH�

QHO�IXWXUR� 

 

6DOYDWRUH�&ROD]]R 


