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Abstract Higgs boson production cross-sections via gluon—

gluon fusion and vector-boson fusion in proton—proton col-
lisions are measured in the H — WW* — {vfv decay
channel. The Large Hadron Collider delivered proton—proton
collisions at a centre-of-mass energy of 13TeV between
2015 and 2018, which were recorded by the ATLAS detec-
tor, corresponding to an integrated luminosity of 140 fb~!.
The total cross-sections for Higgs boson production by
gluon—gluon fusion and vector-boson fusion times the H —
W W?* branching ratio are measured to be 12.41’}3 pb and
0.79“:8:{2 pb, respectively, in agreement with the Standard
Model predictions. Higgs boson production is further charac-
terised through measurements of Simplified Template Cross-
Sections in a total of fifteen kinematic fiducial regions. A new
scheme of kinematic fiducial regions has been introduced
to enhance the sensitivity to CP-violating effects in Higgs
boson interactions. Both schemes are used to constrain CP-
even and CP-odd dimension-six operators in the Standard
Model effective field theory
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1 Introduction

The Higgs boson is a neutral scalar particle produced by
the excitation of the Higgs scalar field, whose non-zero vac-
uum expectation value spontaneously breaks the electroweak
(EW) symmetry of the Standard Model (SM), thereby gen-
erating masses for the W and Z gauge bosons as well as
fermions through Yukawa interactions [1-4]. The observa-
tion of a new particle consistent with the SM Higgs boson

@ Springer


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1140/epjc/s10052-025-14761-2&domain=pdf
mailto:atlas.publications@cern.ch

1403  Page 2 of 62

Eur. Phys. J. C (2025) 85:1403

was reported in 2012 by the ATLAS and CMS Collabora-
tions [5,6]. The Higgs boson exhibits a rich phenomenology
that can be probed experimentally. Precision measurements
of its characteristics are a powerful test of the SM and can be
used to constrain theories of physics beyond the SM (BSM).
If BSM physics is present, it can alter the kinematic prop-
erties of Higgs boson production and decay. These effects
can be probed using the large data sample delivered by the
Large Hadron Collider (LHC) [7] at CERN, which allows the
measurement of the Higgs boson production cross-sections
in different kinematic regions.

This paper describes measurements of Higgs boson pro-
duction by gluon—gluon fusion (ggF) and vector-boson fusion
(VBF) using H —> WW* — ¢vfv decays in proton—proton
(pp) collisions at a centre-of-mass energy of 13 TeV. The
data were recorded by the ATLAS detector [8] between the
years 2015-2018 (Run 2) of the LHC operation and cor-
respond to an integrated luminosity of 140fb~!. The cho-
sen decay channel takes advantage of the sizeable branching
ratio for the H — WW?* — {v{fv decay. Final states with
both different- and same-flavour charged light leptons (elec-
trons or muons) are considered. Events with H — WW*
decays resulting in final states with two light leptons via
intermediate t-lepton decays are also considered as part of
the signal. The measured cross-section in the ggF produc-
tion mode probes the Higgs boson couplings to heavy quarks
or in an effective coupling description to a pair of gluons,
while the VBF production mode directly probes its cou-
plings to W and Z bosons. Previous measurements of ggF
and VBF production cross-sections inclusively and in the
Simplified Template Cross-Section (STXS) scheme [9-13]
have been reported by the ATLAS and CMS Collaborations
in the H - WW* — {vfv decay channel using the full
LHC Run 2 data sample [14,15]. Additionally, the ATLAS
Collaboration has performed measurements of other Higgs
boson production modes in the H — WW?* decay chan-
nel, including production in association with a vector boson
(V H) [16] and with a top quark pair (¢7H) [17].

Several improvements are made in this paper compared to
the previous ATLAS Run 2 analysis [14]: the inclusion of the
final state with two same-flavour, oppositely charged leptons,
the use of neural networks for all final signal-background
discriminants, a more precise estimation and improved rejec-
tion of background events with misidentified leptons, a finer
granularity of kinematic regions for the Higgs boson produc-
tion cross-sections measured differentially within the STXS
framework, interpretations in the context of the Standard
Model effective field theory (SMEFT) [18,19], and other
experimental improvements. Owing to these improvements,
the expected measurement precision reported here improves
by up to 36%. The results presented in this paper supersede
those previously reported in Ref. [14].
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A second differential cross-section measurement incorpo-
rating a variable sensitive to the combined charge conjuga-
tion and parity (CP) inversion symmetries is introduced in
the STXS categorisation scheme for the first time to probe
CP-violating effects in a Higgs boson production phase space
with two jets. The H — W W* decay channel and full Run 2
data sample were previously used to place constraints on CP-
violating anomalous interactions modifying the HV'V cou-
pling. ATLAS extracted the constraints via differential mea-
surements of sensitive observables in VBF production [20]
and CMS extracted the constraints by using matrix element
techniques [21]. This analysis enhances the differential mea-
surement of VBF production by incorporating a multidimen-
sional differential approach (see Sect. 6.5) and by including
the same-flavour channel, both of which improve its sensi-
tivity to CP-odd effects.

The outline of this paper is as follows. Section 2 provides
an overview of the signal characteristics and the analysis
strategy. Section 3 introduces the ATLAS detector. Section 4
describes the data and the simulated event samples. Section 5
describes the event reconstruction. Section 6 details the var-
ious selections used to define the signal and control regions
in the analysis. Section 7 discusses how the backgrounds are
estimated. Section 8§ discusses the systematic uncertainties,
and Sect. 9 defines the likelihood fit procedure. Finally, the
results of the analysis and their interpretations are presented
in Sects. 10 and 11, respectively. The conclusions are sum-
marised in Sect. 12. Additional material on backgrounds with
misidentified leptons is shown in Appendix A, on the STXS
and CP-sensitive measurements in Appendix B, and on the
SMEFT interpretations in Appendix C.

2 Analysis overview

The H - WW* — {vlv decay is characterised by two
charged leptons and at least two undetected neutrinos in the
final state. In the SM, the opening angle between the two
charged leptons tends to be small due to the spin-0 nature of
the Higgs boson and the chiral structure of the weak force in
the decay of the two W bosons [22]. This feature of the decay
is exploited to separate the Higgs boson signal from the main
backgrounds such as continuum production of WW, where
the charged leptons are more likely to have a large opening
angle.

In addition to the decay products of the Higgs boson, the
final state can be populated by jets either from the quarks
participating in the VBF production mode and their final-state
radiation or from initial-state radiation from quarks or gluons
in both the ggF and VBF production modes. The composition
of the background processes changes significantly depending
on the number of jets, Njets, in the final state. Therefore, the
analysis is performed separately in three reconstructed ‘event
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classes’ with Njes = 0, Njets = 1, and Njers > 2. Owing
to differences between the background compositions, each
event class is also split according to the flavour combination
of the final-state lepton pair: different flavour (DF), eu /e,
and same flavour (SF), ee/u . In the Njets = 0 and Njets =
1 event classes, only the DF decay channel is considered
because the sensitivity of the analysis to SF decay channel
is limited by the large Z/y* — ee/up background. In the
Nijets > 2 event class, the signal yield is increased relative
to the Z/y* — ee/uu background and both the DF and SF
decay channels are considered.

For each event class, selection criteria are applied to
enhance the signal purity and result in independent samples
of events referred to as signal regions (SRs). A deep neural
network (DNN), implemented through Keras [23] using Ten-
sorFlow [24] as the backend, is trained to identify the signal
topology targeted in each SR. Additionally, control regions
(CRs) that are kinematically close to but statistically inde-
pendent of each SR, are used to constrain the normalisation
of the major backgrounds in each SR. A fit to the signal and
background predictions to data in all SRs and CRs is per-
formed. In each SR, the output of the DNN is used as the
discriminating variable in the fit, while each CR consists of a
single bin. A profile likelihood fit is used to obtain the best-fit
values for the set of parameters-of-interest (POIs).

Measurements of the ggF and VBF production cross-
sections, multiplied by the H — W W* branching ratio, are
reported. Cross-section measurements are also conducted in
the Stage 1.2 STXS category scheme [9-13], which splits the
production modes of the simulated Higgs boson into exper-
imentally accessible exclusive kinematic fiducial regions or
‘categories’ that are relevant for theory interpretations. Two
STXS template processes are measured. The ggF STXS
template process (referred to as gg H) is defined to be the
g8 — H process including higher-order quantum chromo-
dynamics (QCD) and EW corrections. The VBF STXS tem-
plate process (referred to as EW gq H) includes the VBF
production process. The predictions for both gg H and EW
qq H also include contributions from V H production with
a hadronically decaying vector boson; the latter is only tar-
geted with an analysis reported in Ref. [16]. Simulated events
are categorised according to the number of jets (Njets), the
transverse momentum (pt) of the Higgs boson ( p{’ ), and,
in the case of EW gq H, the dijet invariant mass of highest-
pr jets (m ;). For events with at least two jets, this analysis
targets events with m ;; above 100GeV for gg H and above
350GeV for EW gqH; events with lower m; are domi-
nated by V H production with a hadronically decaying vec-
tor boson. After merging certain STXS categories to ensure
a reasonable sensitivity for all the measured POls, a total of
15 fiducial cross-sections corresponding to different STXS-
bound kinematic categories are measured: seven for ggH

production and eight for EW gg H production. All STXS
categories include a requirement on the Higgs boson rapid-
ity of |ym| < 2.5. These STXS categories, together with the
signal regions targeting them, are described in greater detail
in Sect. 6.4.

An interpretation of the results is performed in the context
of the SMEFT framework. SMEFT provides a nearly model-
independent way of probing BSM physics at an energy scale
A ~ O(TeV) > v, where v is the vacuum expectation
value of the Higgs field. In this regime, the BSM physics
decouples from the SM physics, allowing the SM Lagrangian
to be expanded by higher-dimensional operators in powers
of A™", which are built from the SM’s fields and retain
its symmetries. At each order n > 1, the full set of non-
redundant operators of mass-dimension d = 4 + n consti-
tute the effective interactions added to the SM Lagrangian.
The free parameters of the theory are the Wilson coefficients
ci, where ¢; /A" scales the strength of the corresponding
d = 4 4 n operator O;. In the SM, by definition, the value
of each Wilson coefficient is equal to zero. In the present
interpretation, lepton and baryon number conservation are
assumed and so the d = 5 operators are excluded; there-
fore, the d = 6 operators correspond to the lowest higher-
dimensional order. Operators of higher dimensions (d > 6)
are neglected. In this measurement, the Warsaw basis [25]
in the top-flavour scheme [26] is assumed for the d = 6
operators.

In the SMEFT framework, SM scattering amplitudes are
modified by the interference with d = 6 operators, lead-
ing to corrections to the production cross-sections, partial
decay widths, and total decay width of the Higgs boson. The
expected STXS cross-sections are parameterised in terms of
the Wilson coefficients for sixteen operators and are con-
strained using the measured STXS cross-sections described
above. A second interpretation is performed to set limits on
CP violation in the Higgs boson sector. For this interpretation,
production cross-sections times the H — W W* branching
ratio are measured relative to their SM prediction (this ratio is
referred to as the ‘signal strength’) in an STXS-like scheme
that relies on binning in an additional CP-sensitive variable:
the azimuthal angular difference between the two leading
jets, ordered by rapidity (Aqbfj) [27,28]. Asymmetry in the
measured A(f)fj distribution provides sensitivity to CP-odd
effects. Selected events in ggH and EW gq H STXS cate-
gories with two or more jets are further separated according
to Aqbfj, leading to a total of 20 bins spanning several p?
and m j; categories. The measured signal strengths are used
to constrain the impacts of two CP-odd effective operators
and their CP-even counterparts on Higgs boson production
and decay.
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3 The ATLAS detector

The ATLAS detector [8] at the LHC covers nearly the entire
solid angle around the collision point.! It consists of an
inner tracking detector surrounded by a thin superconducting
solenoid, electromagnetic and hadronic calorimeters, and a
muon spectrometer incorporating three large superconduct-
ing air-core toroidal magnets.

The inner-detector system (ID) is immersed in a 2 T axial
magnetic field and provides charged-particle tracking in the
range of |n| < 2.5. The high-granularity silicon pixel detec-
tor covers the vertex region and typically provides four
measurements per track, the first hit generally being in the
insertable B-layer (IBL) installed before Run 2 [29,30]. It
is followed by the SemiConductor Tracker (SCT), which
usually provides eight measurements per track. These sili-
con detectors are complemented by the transition radiation
tracker (TRT), which enables radially extended track recon-
struction up to |n| = 2.0. The TRT also provides electron
identification information based on the fraction of hits (typ-
ically 30 in total) above a higher energy-deposit threshold
corresponding to transition radiation.

The calorimeter system covers the pseudorapidity range
In] < 4.9. Within the region || < 3.2, electromag-
netic calorimetry is provided by barrel and endcap high-
granularity lead/liquid-argon (LAr) calorimeters, with an
additional thin LAr presampler covering || < 1.8 to cor-
rect for energy loss in material upstream of the calorimeters.
Hadronic calorimetry is provided by the steel/scintillator-
tile calorimeter, segmented into three barrel structures within
[n] < 1.7, and two copper/LAr hadronic endcap calorime-
ters. The solid angle coverage is completed with forward cop-
per/LAr and tungsten/LAr calorimeter modules optimised for
electromagnetic and hadronic energy measurements, respec-
tively.

The muon spectrometer (MS) comprises separate trigger
and high-precision tracking chambers measuring the deflec-
tion of muons in a magnetic field generated by the super-
conducting air-core toroidal magnets. The field integral of
the toroids ranges between 2.0 and 6.0 T m across most of
the detector. Three layers of precision chambers, each con-
sisting of layers of monitored drift tubes, cover the region
[n] < 2.7, complemented by cathode-strip chambers in the
forward region, where the background is highest. The muon

I ATLAS uses a right-handed coordinate system with its origin at the
nominal interaction point (IP) in the centre of the detector and the z-
axis along the beam pipe. The x-axis points from the IP to the centre of
the LHC ring, and the y-axis points upwards. Polar coordinates (7, ¢)
are used in the transverse plane, ¢ being the azimuthal angle around
the z-axis. The pseudorapidity is defined in terms of the polar angle 6

as n = —Intan(0/2) and is equal to the rapidity y = %ln (ng) in

the relativistic limit. Angular distance is measured in units of AR =

V(AN + (M)
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trigger system covers the range |n| < 2.4 with resistive-plate
chambers in the barrel, and thin-gap chambers in the endcap
regions.

The luminosity is measured mainly by the LUCID-2 [31]
detector that records Cherenkov light produced in the quartz
windows of photomultipliers located close to the beampipe.

Events are selected by the first-level trigger system imple-
mented in custom hardware, followed by selections made
by algorithms implemented in software in the high-level
trigger [32]. The first-level trigger accepts events from the
40MHz bunch crossings at a rate close to 100kHz, which
the high-level trigger further reduces in order to record com-
plete events to disk at about 1.25kHz.

A software suite [33] is used in data simulation, in the
reconstruction and analysis of real and simulated data, in
detector operations, and in the trigger and data acquisition
systems of the experiment.

4 Data and simulated event samples

The full ATLAS Run 2 data sample is used for this mea-
surement, consisting of pp collision data produced at /s =
13 TeV and recorded between 2015 and 2018. The data are fil-
tered according to quality criteria [34], including the removal
of events recorded when relevant detector components were
not operating correctly. The total integrated luminosity after
this cleaning of the data corresponds to 140fb~! [35]. The
events were collected using a combination of unprescaled
single-lepton and eu dilepton triggers [36,37] to maximise
the total trigger efficiency. The pt thresholds for the single-
electron and single-muon triggers were 24 and 20GeV,
respectively, for the first year of data taking and increased
to 26 GeV for both lepton flavours during the remainder of
Run 2. The ep dilepton trigger had p thresholds of 17 and
14 GeV for electrons and muons, respectively.

Monte Carlo (MC) generators were used to model the hard
pp scattering matrix element, parton shower and hadronisa-
tion, and underlying event. The generators that were used
for modelling signal and background processes are listed in
Table 1.

The Higgs boson signal samples were simulated with
the H — WW?* decay in the four main production
modes: ggF, VBF, VH, and ttH. They were generated
using a Higgs boson mass of 125GeV and then nor-
malised to the cross-sections and branching ratios [9] com-
puted for a mass of 125.09GeV [38]. The normalisation
accounts for the decay branching ratio calculated with HDE-
CAY [39-41] and PROPHECY4F [42—44]. The samples used
the PDFALHCI15NNLO [45] (for ggF, VBEF, and VH) or
NNPDF3.0NLO [46] (for ¢7H) parton distribution function
(PDF) sets. They were interfaced to PYTHIA 8.212 [47] (for
ggFand V H) or PYTHIA 8.230 (for VBF and ¢7 H) for parton
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Table 1 Overview of simulation tools used to generate the signal and
background processes. Also summarised are the corresponding parton
distribution function (PDF) sets and the models used for the underlying
event/parton shower (UE/PS) simulation. ‘Prediction Order’ refers to
the order of the perturbation theory at which the cross-sections are com-
puted and used to normalise the samples; when higher-orders are speci-

fied, QCD is implied if not explicitly stated. Alternative event generators
and configurations that are used to estimate systematic uncertainties are
shown in parentheses. For a given process, the alternative event genera-
tor and configuration used for the matrix element is independent of that
used for the UE/PS model

Process Matrix element PDF set UE/PS model Prediction order

ggF H POWHEG Box v2 PDF4ALHCI5NNLO PYTHIA 8.212 N3LO QCD + NLO EW
(MADGRAPH5_AMC@NLO) (HERWIG7.13)

VBF H POWHEG BOox v2 PDF4LHC15NNLO PYTHIA 8.230 NNLO QCD + NLO EW
(MADGRAPH5_AMC@NLO) (HERWIG 7.13)

VH POWHEG Box v2 PDF4LHC15NNLO PYTHIA 8.212 NNLO QCD + NLO EW

gg > ZH POWHEG Box v2 PDF4LHC15NNLO PYTHIA8.212 NLO +NLL

ttH POWHEG Box v2 NNPDF3.0NLO PYTHIA 8.230 NLO QCD + NLO EW

Z]y* — ee/up SHERPA2.2.11 NNPDF3.0NNLO SHERPA2.2.11 NNLO

Z/y* —> 1t SHERPA 2.2.14 NNPDF3.0NNLO SHERPA2.2.14 NNLO

VVIVy* SHERPA2.2.11/2.2.12 NNPDF3.0NNLO SHERPA 2.2.12 NLO

V+y SHERPA 2.2.8 NNPDF3.0NNLO SHERPA 2.2.8 NLO

gg > VV SHERPA 2.2.2 NNPDF3.0NNLO SHERPA2.2.2 NLO

vVvv SHERPA 2.2.2 NNPDF3.0NNLO SHERPA 2.2.2 NLO

EW Zjj HERWIG7.1.3/7.2.0 MMHT2014NLO HERWIG7.1.3/7.2.0 NLO

EWVVjj MADGRAPH NNPDF3.0NLO PYTHIA 8 LO

tr POWHEG Box v2 NNPDF3.0NLO PYTHIA 8.230 NNLO + NNLL
(POWHEG Box v2, phiard = 1) (HERWIG 7.04)

Wt POWHEG Box v2 NNPDF3.0NLO PYTHIA 8.230 NLO + NNLL

(POWHEG BOx v2, phd = 1)

(HERWIG 7.04)

showering and hadronisation, with parameters set accord-
ing to the AZNLO [48] (for ggF, VBF, and V H) or the
A14[49] (for ¢z H) set of tuned parameters (tune). The decays
of bottom and charm hadrons were simulated using EvT-
GEN 1.6.0 [50].

The ggF events were simulated at next-to-next-to-leading-
order (NNLO) accuracy in QCD using the POWHEG Box
v2 NNLOPS program [51-55]. The simulation achieved
NNLO accuracy for arbitrary inclusive gg — H observ-
ables by reweighting the Higgs boson rapidity spectrum in
H1-MINLO [56-58] to that of HNNLO [59]. The prediction
was normalised to the next-to-next-to-next-to-leading-order
(N3LO) cross-section in QCD plus EW corrections at next-
to-leading-order (NLO) [9,60-69].

VBF production was simulated using POWHEG BOX v2
[70]. The POWHEG prediction is accurate to NLO in QCD
corrections and tuned to match calculations with effects due
to finite heavy-quark masses and soft-gluon resummations
up to next-to-next-to-leading-logarithm (NNLL). The pre-
diction is normalised to an approximate-NNLO QCD cross-
section with NLO EW corrections [71-73].

The uncertainties due to the parton shower and hadronisa-
tion model for the ggF and VBF Higgs boson signal samples
are evaluated using the events in the nominal sample gen-

erated with POWHEG but interfaced to HERWIG7.13 [74,75]
instead of PYTHIA 8. To estimate the uncertainties related
to the matching of matrix elements and parton showers
for ggF and VBF production, events were simulated using
MADGRAPH5_AMC@NLO [76] at NLO in QCD with the
NNPDF3.0NLO PDF set and interfaced to PYTHIA 8 (for ggF)
or HERWIG 7 (for VBF). For events interfaced to HERWIG 7,
the H7UE tune [75] and the MMHT2014L0 [77] PDF set
were used for the underlying event; for those interfaced to
PYTHIA 8, the A14 tune and the NNPDF2.3L0 [78] PDF were
used.

Higgs boson production in association with a vector boson
was simulated using POWHEG Box v2 MINLO [79,80]. The
POWHEG prediction is accurate to NLO for V H plus one
jet production, and each sample was normalised to a cross-
section calculated at NNLO in QCD and at NLO in EW the-
ory [81-85]. The subdominant gg — Z H process was sim-
ulated at leading order (LO) in QCD with POWHEG BOX v2
and normalised to a cross-section calculated at NLO in QCD
with next-to-leading logarithmic (NLL) corrections [86,87].

The production of t7H events was simulated using the
POWHEG Box v2 [88,89] generator at NLO and normalised
to a cross-section calculated at NLO in QCD and NLO in
EW accuracy [9].

@ Springer
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The main background processes include single boson,
diboson, triboson, and top quark production.

Production of Z/y* in association with zero or more
jets (Z/y*+jets) was using the SHERPA2.2.11 [90] gener-
ator for simulation, in the case of ee/uu final states, or the
SHERPA 2.2.14 generator, in the case of 77 final states. The
simulation is accurate to NLO in QCD for up to two jets
and LO in QCD for up to five jets, calculated in the five-
flavour scheme using COMIX [91]. Approximate NLO EW
corrections were applied to the samples following the addi-
tive approach described in Ref. [92]. The samples were nor-
malised to cross-sections computed at NNLO in QCD [93].

Fully leptonic final states consisting of V V/Vy* (includ-
ing WW, WZ, and ZZ) and V+y were simulated using
SHERPA 2.2.12 and SHERPA 2.2.8, respectively, while semilep-
tonic final states consisting of V V/V y* were simulated using
SHERPA 2.2.11. The simulation is accurate to NLO QCD for
up to one jet and at LO for up to three jets. Similarly to the
Z |y *+jets samples, approximate NLO EW corrections were
applied to the V'V samples following the additive approach.
The loop-induced gg — V'V process was simulated by
SHERPA 2.2.2 at LO in QCD for up to one jet and normalised
to a cross-section computed at NLO in QCD [94-96]. On-
shell VV'V processes were simulated by SHERPA2.2.2 at
NLO in QCD inclusively and at LO for up two additional
jets.

For all SHERPA samples, the matrix element calculations
were matched and merged with the SHERPA parton shower
based on Catani—Seymour dipole factorisation [91,97] using
the MEPS@NLO prescription [98—101]. Virtual QCD NLO
corrections were provided by the OPENLOOPS library [102-
105]. The NNPDF3.0NNLO [46] set of PDFs was used, along
with the dedicated set of tuned parton shower parameters
developed by the SHERPA authors.

EW Z production in association with two jets (EW Zjj)
was simulated using HERWIG7.1.3 and HERWIG7.2.0 for
Z — ee/tt and Z — upu, respectively. The simulation
is accurate to NLO in QCD for up to two additional parton
emissions and used the MMHT2014NLO [77] set of PDFs.

EW diboson production in association with two jets (EW
VVjj) was simulated using MADGRAPH [76] with LO
matrix elements and used the NNPDF3.0NLO set of PDFs.
The events were interfaced to PYTHIA 8 for the parton shower.

The production of ¢7 events was simulated using
POWHEG Box v2 at NLO in QCD with the NNPDF3.0NLO
PDF set and the Agamp parameter2 set to 1.5 x m; [106]. To
correct for a known mismodelling of the leading lepton pr
due to missing higher-order corrections, an NNLO reweight-

2 The hdamp parameter is a resummation damping factor and one of the
parameters that controls the matching of POWHEG matrix elements to
the parton shower and thus effectively regulates the high- pt radiation
against which the ¢ system recoils.
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ing was applied to the sample. The events were normalised
to a cross-section computed at NNLO in QCD with NNLL
corrections [107-113].

The production of top quarks in association with W bosons
(mainly W) was modelled using the POWHEG BOX v2 [114]
generator at NLO in QCD. The generation used the five-
flavour scheme and the NNPDF3.0NLO set of PDFs. The dia-
gram removal scheme [115] was used to remove interference
and overlap with ¢7 production. The events were normalised
to a cross-section computed at NLO in QCD with NNLL
soft-gluon corrections [116,117].

For all top quark processes, the events were interfaced to
PyTHIA 8.230 to model the parton shower, hadronisation, and
underlying event, with parameters set according to the A14
tune and using the NNPDF2.3L0 set of PDFs. The decays
of bottom and charm hadrons were simulated using EVT-
GEN1.6.0.

In a manner analogous to that used for signal processes,
the uncertainties due to the parton shower and hadronisation
model for top quark processes are evaluated using the events
in the nominal sample simulated with POWHEG but interfaced
to the alternative showering program HERWIG 7.04 instead
of PYTHIA 8. The simulation of the underlying event used
the H7UE tune and the MMHT2014L0 [77] set of PDFs.
To estimate the uncertainty related to the matching of the
matrix element and parton shower for /7 and Wt production,
POWHEG BOX v2 events were showered using PYTHIA 8 with
the p%z“d parameter set to 1 (nominally 0) [118], which reg-
ulates the radiation phase space for PYTHIA8 [119]. They
are accurate to NLO in QCD corrections and utilised the
NNPDF3.0NLO PDF set. The simulation of the underlying
event used the A14 tune and the NNPDF2.3L.0 PDF set.

The W+jets and multijet backgrounds are estimated from
data. Simulated W+jets and Z/y*+jets event samples are
used to validate the estimate and to determine its correspond-
ing uncertainties. These MC samples are generated using
SHERPA 2.2.11 or using POWHEG interfaced to PYTHIA 8. The
data-driven estimation is described in greater detail in Sect. 7.

All samples were processed through the GEANT4-based
[120] ATLAS detector simulation [121] and the standard
ATLAS reconstruction software [33]. The effect of pile-up,
defined as additional pp interactions in the same and neigh-
bouring bunch crossings, was modelled by overlaying the
hard-scattering event with simulated inelastic pp events gen-
erated with PYTHIA 8.186 [122] using the NNPDF2.3L0 PDF
set and the A3 [123] tune. The simulated event samples were
weighted to reproduce the distribution of the average num-
ber of interactions per bunch crossing observed in the data,
referred to as ‘pile-up reweighting’.

In this paper, the ‘particle-level’ event corresponds to the
state of a given simulated event following generation, par-
ton showering, and hadronisation but before detector sim-
ulation. In the particle-level event, the four-momentum of
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each charged lepton was corrected (‘dressed’) with the four-
momenta of all photons in a AR < 0.1 cone around the
lepton direction [124].

5 Event reconstruction

Primary vertices in the event are reconstructed from tracks
in the ID with pt > 500 MeV [125]. Events are required to
have at least one primary vertex with at least two associated
tracks. The hard-scatter vertex is selected as the vertex with
the highest Y p%, where the sum is calculated using all tracks
associated with that particular vertex.

Electron candidates are reconstructed by matching energy
clusters in the electromagnetic calorimeter to well-
reconstructed tracks that are extrapolated to the calorime-
ter [126]. All candidate electron tracks are fitted using a Gaus-
sian sum filter to account for bremsstrahlung energy losses.
Electron candidates are required to satisfy pt > 15 GeV and
In] < 2.47, excluding the transition region 1.37 < |n| <
1.52 between the barrel and end caps of the LAr calorimeter.

Muon candidates are reconstructed from a global fit to
matching tracks from the ID and the MS [127]. They are
required to satisfy pt > 15GeV and |n| < 2.5.

To reject particles misidentified as prompt leptons,* sev-
eral identification requirements as well as isolation and
impact parameter criteria [126,127] are applied. For elec-
trons, a likelihood-based identification method [128] is
employed, which takes into account a number of discrim-
inating variables such as the shape of the electromagnetic
shower, track properties, the transition radiation response,
and the quality of the cluster-to-track matching. Electron can-
didates in the Njets = 0 and Njes = 1 event classes must sat-
isfy the ‘Tight’ likelihood working point, which has prompt
and non-prompt lepton efficiencies of ~ 79% and ~ 0.46%,
respectively, for electrons with 20 < pt < 50GeV, while
electron candidates in the Njets > 2 event class must satisfy
the ‘Medium’ likelihood working point, which has prompt
and non-prompt lepton efficiencies of ~ 87% and ~ 0.75%,
respectively, for electrons with 20 < pt < 50GeV. The
main reason for this separate treatment is to reduce further the
contribution from misidentified leptons (see Sect. 7.1) in the
Nijets = 0 and Njes = 1 event classes, while in the Njeis > 2
event class, the better signal efficiency of the ‘Medium’ like-
lihood working point is of higher importance to maintain suf-
ficient data statistics. For muons, a cut-based identification
method [127] is employed, using the ‘Tight’ working point

3 A prompt lepton is an electron or muon resulting from a direct decay
of a W™ boson, a Z®* boson, or a massive y* boson. A non-prompt
lepton originates from a photon conversion or hadron decay. Electrons
and muons resulting from fully leptonic t-lepton decays are considered
as prompt leptons.

with an efficiency of ~ 95% to maximise the sample purity.
The impact parameter requirements are |zo sinf| < 0.5 mm
and |dy|/og4, < 5 (3) for electrons (muons).* Leptons are
required to be isolated from other activity (e.g., tracks in the
ID or energy deposits in the calorimeters) in the event. A mul-
tivariate method based on a boosted decision tree classifier
(BDT) is employed for this purpose. This is an improved ver-
sion of that described in Ref. [129] and leads to a substantial
improvement — more than a factor of 2 — in the rejection of
misidentified leptons compared to previously available meth-
ods in ATLAS while maintaining high efficiency for selecting
prompt leptons. Lepton candidates must satisfy the ‘Tight’
working point of this improved lepton isolation BDT.

At least one of the offline reconstructed leptons must be
matched to an online object that triggered the recording of the
event. In the case where an eu trigger is solely responsible
for the event being recorded, each lepton must correspond to
one of the trigger objects. This trigger matching scheme also
requires the pt of the lepton to be at least 1 GeV above the
trigger-level threshold, to ensure that the lepton lies in the
trigger efficiency plateau.

Jets are reconstructed using the anti-k; algorithm with a
radius parameter of R = 0.4 and particle-flow objects as
input [130-132]. The four-momentum of the jets is corrected
for the response of the non-compensating calorimeter, sig-
nal losses due to noise threshold effects, energy loss in pas-
sive material, and contamination from pile-up [133]. For jets
entering the analysis, a kinematic selection of pt > 20 GeV
and |n| < 4.5 is applied. For the purpose of jet counting,
only jets with pr > 30 GeV are considered. A selection on
the jet vertex tagger, a multivariate discriminant, is applied
to jets with 20 < pr < 60 GeV and || < 2.4. This reduces
contamination from pile-up [134] by utilising calorimeter
and tracking information to separate hard-scatter jets from
pile-up jets [134]. Furthermore, to suppress pile-up jets in
the forward region, || > 2.5, jet shapes and topological
correlations in pile-up interactions are exploited [135].

Jets with ptr > 20GeV and || < 2.5 containing b-
hadrons (b-jets) are identified using a neural network dis-
criminant, DL1r, based on a number of lower-level taggers
that utilise relevant quantities such as the associated track
impact parameters and information from secondary vertices.
The working point that is adopted has an average 85% b-jet
tagging efficiency and rejection factors of ~ 3 and ~ 50
for jets containing charm- and light-flavour hadrons, respec-
tively, as estimated from simulated ¢¢ events [136,137].

4 The transverse impact parameter, dy, is defined by the point of closest
approach of the track to the beamline in the r—¢ plane with an estimated
uncertainty og,, while the longitudinal impact parameter, zo, is given
by the longitudinal distance to the hard-scatter vertex from this same
point.
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Two leptons or a lepton and a jet may be close in n—¢
space. The following procedure is adopted in the case of over-
lapping objects in order to avoid double-counting the same
detector signal in two different reconstructed objects. If two
electrons share an ID track, the electron with the lower trans-
verse projection of the energy measured in the calorimeter is
removed, reducing electron-track mis-assignment. If a muon
shares an ID track with an electron, the electron is removed.
For electrons and jets, the jet is removed if AR(jet, ¢) < 0.2
and the jet is not tagged as a b-jet, to remove electrons mis-
reconstructed as jets. For any surviving jets, the electron is
removed if AR(jet, e) < 0.4, which seeks to remove elec-
trons from hadron decays that are already taken into account
by the jet reconstruction algorithm. For muons and jets, the jet
is removed if AR(jet, u) < 0.2, the jet has less than three
associated tracks with pt > 500MeV, and the jet is not
tagged as a b-jet; this seeks to remove mis-reconstructed jets
that originate from muons with high energy bremsstrahlung
photons. For any surviving jets with pt > 20 GeV, the muon
is removed if AR(jet, u) < 0.4, with the goal of removing
muons from in-flight hadron decays.

The missing transverse momentum ﬁ?iss, with magnitude
E%liss, is calculated as the negative vector sum of the pr of all
the selected leptons and jets, together with the reconstructed
tracks that are not associated with these objects but are con-
sistent with originating from the primary vertex (i.e., the
‘soft term”) [138]. An object-based E%‘iss significance [138],
Shiss 18 used to reject events where the E‘T’fliSS arises from the
mis-reconstruction of the physics objects entering the calcu-
lation. The E%ﬁss significance quantifies the likelihood that
the reconstructed quantity corresponds to genuine missing
transverse momentum.

6 Event selection and classification

Events are required to satisfy data quality and trigger cri-
teria and contain exactly two opposite-sign leptons, iden-
tified using the selections described in the previous sec-
tion. Both the DF and SF decay channels are considered.
Events with additional leptons with pt > 10GeV and sat-
isfying ‘Medium’ identification and ‘Loose’ isolation crite-
ria are vetoed to suppress backgrounds with additional lep-
tons, such as WZ production, and to guarantee statistical
independence with a measurement of the V H production
mode [16]. Additionally, the higher- pt (‘leading’) lepton is
required to satisfy ptr > 22GeV and the lower-pt (‘sub-
leading’) lepton is required to satisfy pt > 15 GeV. As the
SF channel utilises only single-lepton triggers, as discussed
in Sect. 4, this effectively raises the leading lepton require-
ment to pr > 27GeV for the data recorded in the years
2016-2018. For data recorded in 2015, the SF dimuon chan-
nel remains unaffected by the trigger pr threshold, while for
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the SF dielectron channel, the leading electron requirement is
effectively pr > 25 GeV. Dilepton backgrounds from low-
mass Z/y*+jets production and meson decays are removed
by requiring a dilepton invariant mass my¢ > 10 and 12 GeV
for the DF and SF channels, respectively. For the SF channel,
additional selections on the ErTniss significance, Spiss > 4,
and the dilepton pr, pffZ > 40 GeV, are used to further reject
Z |y *+jets production. The above criteria constitute the event
preselection.

Following this preselection, events are divided into Njets =
0, Njets = 1, and Njes > 2 event classes. This is mainly due
to the very different background composition which varies
as a function of the number of jets, as can be seen exem-
plified in the DF channel after preselection in Fig. 1 on the
left. Only the DF channel is considered in the Njeis = 0 and
Nijets = 1 event classes, while both the DF and SF chan-
nels are considered in the Njets > 2 event class. To reject
background from top quark production, events containing
b-jets with pt > 20 GeV are vetoed in all event classes. As
jet counting uses a jet prt threshold of 30 GeV, this implies
specifically for the Njeis = 0 event class that events are addi-
tionally rejected if at least one b-jet with 20 < pt < 30 GeV
is found. The background composition after applying the pre-
selection criteria as a function of the number of jets can be
seen in Fig. 1 on the right. The remaining selections used
to define the SRs are described separately for the Njets = 0,
Nijets = 1, and Njers > 2 event classes in Sects. 6.1, 6.2, and
6.3, respectively, and are summarised in Table 2; the listed
selections are motivated and defined in those sections. Sec-
tions 6.4 and 6.5 describe the STXS and STXS-like Ad:j;.
(referred to as ‘STXScp’) classification schemes, that are
used to further subdivide each jet multiplicity event class.
Finally, Sect. 6.6 describes the CR selections used in each
event class.

The leading and subleading leptons are denoted by £( and
£1, respectively. Similarly, the (pr-ordered) leading and sub-
leading jets are denoted by jg and ji, respectively. Dilepton
and dijet variables are always constructed using these leptons
and jets.

6.1 Event class with zero jets

A requirement of E%“i“ > 20GeV ensures that the direc-
tion of ﬁ‘T“i“ in the transverse plane is well defined and sup-
presses backgrounds with low E‘T“iss. Continuum WW pro-
duction and resonant Higgs boson production can be sepa-
rated by exploiting the spin-0 property of the Higgs boson,
which, when combined with the chiral structure of the W
boson decay, leads to a small opening angle, A¢y,, between
the charged leptons. A requirement on the dilepton invari-
ant mass of myy < 55GeV, which combines the small lep-
ton opening angle with the kinematics of a low-mass Higgs
boson (mpy ~ 125 GeV), significantly reduces the WW and
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Fig. 1 Multiplicity distributions for jets with pr > 30GeV and
In| < 4.5 in the DF channel, (left) after applying the preselection crite-
ria and (right) after additionally vetoing events containing at least one
b-jet using the 85% efficiency working point for jets with pt > 20 GeV
and |n| < 2.5. Shown are pre-fit distributions (see Sect. 10 for its def-

Table2 Eventselection criteria used to define the SRs, grouped accord-
ing to their purpose. The SF channel is only defined in the Njers > 2
phase space, and selections that are specific to the SF channel are
denoted in parentheses. The definitions of the variables can be found in

Number of jets

inition), assuming SM Higgs boson production. The very thin hatched
band represents the small statistical uncertainty of the samples relative
to their yields. The expected ggF (VBF) signal contribution is addition-
ally overlaid and scaled up by a factor of 70 (700) for visibility

the main text. The mass of the leptonically decaying t-lepton pair, m .,
is defined in Sect. 6.2, while central-jet-veto (CJV) and outside-lepton-
veto (OLV) are defined in Sect. 6.3. ‘V H orthogonality’ corresponds
to either |m j; — 85GeV| > 15GeV, or |Ay;;| > 1.2, or both

Event class
Niets = 2 Niets =2
P N : — : =1 jets = Jets =
Hrpose Nieis =0 Niers ggF-enriched VBF-enriched
Two isolated, different-flavour (same-flavour) leptons with opposite charge
P > 22GeV and p¥! > 15GeV
Preselection mee > 10GeV (12 GeV)

Different-flavour leptons

(Smiss > 4 and P—{if > 40 GeV)
Different- or same-flavour leptons

ETS >20GeV |

Np.jers [pT > 20GeV] =0

mer < mz —25GeV

Background suppression Aper < 2.0rad Apee < 1.8rad -
mep < 55GeV mep < 55GeV mee < 70 GeV
AR > 0.6 \
. ‘ ) VH orthogonality mj; > 350GeV
Signal topology Adeemiss > 1.57rad - Fail CJV or Fail OLV | Pass CJV and Pass OLV

top quark backgrounds as well as several other small back-
ground processes. A requirement of A¢yy < 2.0rad reduces
the remaining Z/y*+jets process while retaining most of
the signal. A selection on the angular separation of the lead-
ing leptons, ARy, > 0.6, is used to remove a region of
phase space for which misidentified leptons are poorly mod-
elled; doing so has a negligible impact on the expected sen-
sitivity. Events with a significant mis-measurement of the

missing transverse momentum are suppressed by requiring
ﬁ%‘isg to point away from the dilepton transverse momen-
tum, A¢ermiss > 1.57rad, where A¢yp miss is defined as
the azimuthal angular difference between the dilepton sys-
tem and the missing transverse momentum. This requirement
also reduces contributions from Z/y* — vt decays, where
ﬁ‘T“iSS generally points in the same transverse direction as the
dilepton system. The combination of these selection criteria
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defines the inclusive Njeis = 0 SR, where the ggF produc-
tion mode is the dominant signal with an expected ggF signal
purity of about 11%. The purity is defined as the number of
expected signal events divided by the number of expected
events from all sources.

The Njeis = 0 event class targets exclusively ggF pro-
duction, as VBF production without reconstructed jets in the
final state cannot be experimentally distinguished from ggF
production; a DNN discriminant is therefore trained to distin-
guish between ggF events and background events. It is trained
in the inclusive Njeis = 0 SR with simulated ggF signal events
and simulated events of all main background processes, with
the exception of events containing misidentified leptons that
are modelled by a data-driven approach (see Sect. 7.1). As
input, the DNN receives the pr, 1, and ¢ of the two lead-
ing leptons as well as the magnitude and azimuthal angle
of the missing transverse momentum. Rotational and mirror
symmetries® of the detector are incorporated directly into the
DNN training, leading to seven degrees of freedom as input.
By doing so, the DNN does not need to learn these symme-
tries and may exploit the training data more efficiently. The
DNN training is performed on a part of the sample, the train-
ing sample, while for optimising the DNN’s architecture and
hyperparameters, an independent validation sample is used.
The hyperparameters of the DNN are optimised using ran-
dom searches and the HYPERBAND algorithm [139], resulting
in approximately 27,000 trainable parameters. DNN archi-
tectures with fewer free parameters than the default one per-
form systematically worse. For each task, four independent
DNNs are trained and later on used. To maximise the avail-
able sample size for training and thus improving the per-
formance for each DNN, the simulated event samples are
divided in four equal-size folds. Four DNNs are trained,
where each DNN uses two folds as training samples, one
fold as a validation sample, and one fold as a testing sample.
The four DNNs each use a different fold for validation and
testing that are non-overlapping. This technique is referred
to as ‘four-fold cross-validation’. The subsequent analysis
uses the inference on the testing sample that is never used for
training or validation.

6.2 Event class with one jet

Compared to the Njers = 0 event class, the suppression of the
Z/y* — vt background in the Njes = 1 event class is more
challenging. Using the direction and magnitude of the mea-
sured missing transverse momentum and projecting it along

5 Rotational symmetry is imposed by setting the leading lepton ¢ to
0 and rotating all other leptons, jets, and ﬁrT“iSS accordingly. When the
leading lepton 71 is negative, the sign of n of all objects is inverted,
exploiting this mirror symmetry. When the subleading lepton ¢ is nega-
tive, its ¢ value is inverted to be positive, as well as mirroring the ¢ value

of all other jets and ﬁ?iss accordingly, exploiting this last symmetry.
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the directions defined by the two reconstructed charged lep-
tons, the mass of the leptonically decaying t-lepton pair, m;,
can be reconstructed using the collinear approximation [ 140].
A requirement of m,; < mz — 25 GeV significantly reduces
the remaining Z/y *+jets contribution.® The same A¢y, and
mygg selections as described in Sect. 6.1 are also applied in
the Njeis = 1 event class. The combination of these selection
criteria defines the inclusive Njets = 1 SR, where the ggF
production mode is the dominant signal with an expected
purity of about 8.3%, while the expected VBF purity is only
about 1.0%.

Both ggF and VBF signal events can be reconstructed with
exactly one jet in addition to the £vfv system. This can occur,
for instance, from a QCD initial-state radiation resulting in
an extra jet for ggF or when one of the two resulting jets
is outside the kinematic acceptance for VBE. The Njers = 1
event class therefore seeks to independently measure the ggF
and VBF 1-jet contributions. The DNN discriminant in the
Njets = 1 event class is therefore trained to separately dis-
tinguish between ggF events, VBF events, and background
events, where all such events are included in the training with
the exception of the data-driven misidentified lepton back-
ground (see Sect. 7.1). The events from the three input classes
(ggF, VBF, and background) are not normalised to the same
integral, as this would overemphasise the importance of the
VBF production process. Instead, the sum of weights for the
ggF and VBF events, each first individually normalised to
their expected production cross-section, is normalised to the
same sum of weights as the total background. Otherwise,
the same procedure for the optimisation and training of the
DNN as in Sect. 6.1 is employed, resulting in approximately
105,000 trainable parameters. The DNN receives the same
inputs as the DNN used in the Njes = O event class, sup-
plemented by the pr, 1, and ¢ of the single jet. The same
symmetry transformations are applied to those inputs, lead-
ing to ten degrees of freedom.

6.3 Event class with two or more jets

The Njets > 2 event class targets both ggF and VBF produc-
tion modes and is the only event class that includes events
from both the DF and SF channels. In the DF channel, top
quark production is the dominant background, while in the
SF channel, both top quark and Z/y *+jets production are
large and important backgrounds. In addition to the preselec-
tion criteria summarised in Table 2, this event class imposes
the same m,, < mz — 25GeV selection for reducing the
Z /y*+jets contribution as described in Sect. 6.2.

The VBF process exhibits a #-channel exchange of heavy
weak bosons and an absence of colour flow between the two
incoming partons at leading order. This gives it a distinc-

6 For this selection, m is set to 91.1876 GeV [141].
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tive final-state topology, with two forward jets separated by
a large rapidity gap without hadronic activity. This topology
difference relative to the ggF production mode is exploited to
render the VBF and ggF SRs orthogonal to one another. VBF
SR events are required to satisfy a central-jet-veto (CJV) that
rejects events with jets with pt > 30 GeV that lie in the pseu-
dorapidity range between the two tagging jets, i.e. the lead-
ing and subleading jets. Events must also satisfy an outside-
lepton-veto (OLV), which requires that the two charged lep-
tons lie within the rapidity interval defined by the two tagging
jets. The dilepton invariant mass mgg is required to be less
than 70 GeV to ensure orthogonality with the ATLAS mea-
surement of off-shell Higgs boson production in the WW
decay channel [142]. This selection on m,, removes about
1.5% (0.7%) of the VBF signal events and about 57% (59%)
of the top quark background events in the DF (SF) channel.
Finally, the dijet invariant mass, m j;, is required to be above
350GeV to align with the STXS categorisation, which also
ensures orthogonality with a measurement of the V H pro-
duction mode [16]. After applying these VBF SR selection
criteria, resulting in the inclusive VBF Njers > 2 SR (and also
referred to as the ‘Njers > 2 VBF-enriched event class’), the
VBF production mode is the largest signal component with
an expected purity of about 7.8% (3.2%) in the DF (SF) chan-
nel. The purity of the ggF production mode is 4.0% (1.5%)
in the DF (SF) channel.

The SRs targeting the ggF production mode also exploit
the characteristic spin correlation of the signal by requiring
A¢ee < 1.8rad and myy < 55 GeV. The orthogonality to the
VBF SRs in the Njeis > 2 event class is ensured by requir-
ing events to fail to satisfy the CJV, or the OLV, or both.
The orthogonality with the V H production mode is ensured
by requiring |m;; — 85GeV| > 15GeV, or |Ay;;| > 1.2,
or both. After applying these ggF signal selection criteria,
resulting in the inclusive ggF Njes > 2 SR (and also referred
to as the ‘Njes > 2 ggF-enriched event class’), the ggF pro-
duction mode is the dominant signal with an expected purity
of about 4.1% (1.4%) in the DF (SF) channel. The purity of
the VBF production mode is 0.6% (0.2%) in the DF (SF)
channel.

Following these selections, the DNNs are trained sepa-
rately for the DF and SF channels to account for their very
different background compositions; the Z/y*+jets contri-
bution in particular is much larger in the SF channel. The
training of these two DNNs is performed using events sat-
isfying the Njeis > 2 preselection plus the veto on events
with b-jets (see Table 2). All simulated signal and back-
ground events are included in the training, except for the
data-driven misidentified lepton background (see Sect.7.1).
The DNNs are structured to have three output nodes: one
for ggF signal events, one for VBF signal events, and one
background output node. As input, the DNNs receive 20 vari-
ables, which can be grouped into those that target the VBF

topology, those that target the H — WW™* — fvfv decay,
and those which suppress top quark production. The VBF
final-state topology results in a large dijet invariant mass,
mj;, and a large dijet rapidity separation, |Ay;;|. Further-
more, the Higgs boson decay products tend to be in between
these two tagging jets in rapidity space, with little additional
hadronic activity. These latter attributes are exploited via
lepton-jet invariant masses, ng, gy (. y = 0, 1), angular sep-

arations, ARy, ;, (x,y = 0, 1), and the lepton n-centralities,
centrality !

U = [2n¢, — >_njl/Anjj (x =0, 1), of the leading
and subleading leptons [143]. Also included is the dilepton
transverse mass:

mr =\ (Eee + B2 — |55+ P2,
where Ey is the energy of the dilepton system in the labora-
tory frame. These variables are summarised in Table 3.

6.4 Event classification for the STXS measurement

In the STXS measurement, the reconstruction-level phase
space is designed to reflect the particle-level phase space per
production mode to which the measured results are unfolded.
The categories defined in the Stage 1.2 STXS categorisa-
tion scheme are merged or ‘reduced’ into a coarser set of
categories that can be measured with sufficient precision.
This coarser set of categories is referred to as the Reduced
Stage 1.2 categorisation scheme and consists of 15 ggH
and EW ¢gqgH categories that are differential in particle-
level Niets, pH, and m ;. Selections on the reconstructed
p{! and m j; are used to subdivide the inclusive Njeis SRs,
described in Sects. 6.1, 6.2, and 6.3 and summarised in
Table 2, into regions that target one of the categories in the
reduced scheme. As a proxy for p? , the norm of the vec-
tor sum of the pr of the dilepton and missing transverse
momentum system, p%z’mlss, is used. Both the reduced STXS
scheme and the reconstructed SRs are illustrated in Fig. 2,
while Fig. 3 shows the relative contributions of each category
in the reduced scheme in a given reconstructed SR.

The inclusive Njeis = 0 SR is further split into two regions

¢, miss

with a boundary of p = 10GeV, resulting in the ggF
O-jet low pt"™SS SR and the ggF 0-jet high p~™ SR. The
DNN described in Sect. 6.1 is used as the final discriminating
variable, applied separately in these two SRs. However, this
analysis is not able to reliably measure separately the cross-
section in the Njets = 0 STXS categories with p{'] < 10GeV
and > 10 GeV, which are better probed by other decay chan-
nels such as H — yy [144], due to the rather large migra-
tion of £ 30% between particle-level and reconstruction-
level signal events of these two categories. This is mainly
due to the rather poor ErTrliss resolution. Nonetheless, this
reconstruction-level split is still useful when combining the
results of this analysis with other analyses, as done previ-
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Table 3 Input variables to the DNNs used in the Njeis > 2 event class, grouped according to their purpose

Purpose Variable(s)

VBF topology

n-centralities of the leading and subleading leptons, 7,

centrality centrality
nd n,,

Transverse momenta of the leading, subleading, and (if present; otherwise 0 GeV) third jets

Dijet invariant mass, m j;

Dijet rapidity separation, [Ayj;|

Lepton-jet invariant mass combinations, me j,, M, jy » Me, o, and my, j,

Lepton-jet angular separation combinations, ARy j,, ARy j,, ARy, j,, and ARy, j,

H — WW* — fvlv decay

Dilepton invariant mass, m ¢

Dilepton azimuthal separation, A¢ye

Transverse mass, mT

Top quark suppression

Magnitude of the vectorial sum of the pr of all leptons, jets, and E-‘l“?iss, PT

tot

Object-based E’Tniss significance, Spiss

ously, e.g. in Ref. [144]. Thus, both SRs jointly target the
g8 H 0-jet STXS category.

The inclusive Njets = 1 SR predominantly targets the ggF
production mode while also containing sensitivity to the VBF
production mode, as discussed in Sect. 6.2. This inclusive
Njets = 1 SR is subdivided into eight SRs, based on the
reconstructed transverse momentum of the Higgs boson can-
didate, p5"“™*. Three of the SRs are constructed to target the
VBF production mode. These SRs cover p?’miss < 60GeV,
60 < pr™> < 120GeV, and p-™* > 120 GeV and are
respectively called the VBF 1-jet low pg’miss SR, VBF 1-jet
medium p?’misg SR, and VBF 1-jet high pg’miss‘ SR. All
three SRs jointly target the EW gg H 1-jet STXS category.
Splitting the VBF Njets = 1 SR into these three SRs based on

p?’mm facilitates a consistent treatment of the background,

which is described in Sect. 6.6, with the corresponding ggF
SRs described in the next paragraph. Events are classified into
these VBF-enriched regions using the VBF output node of
the DNN described in Sect. 6.2. For each pg’mlss region, the
most VBF-like events — defined as the 30% of VBF signal
events with the highest purity — are assigned to the VBF-
enriched SR, while the remaining, more ggF-like events are
directed to the ggF-enriched SR.” A looser cut on the VBF
score for the classification would increase the yields in the
VBF SRs and improve the sensitivity to VBF at a cost of sen-
sitivity to ggF. In practice, the improvement for VBF would
be small due to the small VBF purity of the data that would
move into the VBF SRs; the chosen classification provides
good performance for both ggF and VBE.

The ggF-enriched Njets = 1 SRs are split kinematically

into five SRs. Three of them cover p?’migs < 60GeV, 60 <

7 Here, ‘VBF-like events’ refers to all events that the 1-jet DNN VBF
output node classifies as being more likely VBF events, while ‘ggF-like
events’ refers to events that are classified by the same DNN output to
be more likely ggF events.

@ Springer

pEE™S <120 GeV, and 120 < pt-™ < 200 GeV and are
respectively called the ggF 1-jet low p-™ SR, ggF 1-jet
medium p?rz’miss SR, and ggF 1-jet high pfzre’miss SR. They
target the gg H 1-jet STXS categories with the corresponding
p{’ splits. The remaining two ggF-like Njeis = 1 SRs are
defined via 200 < pt“™* < 300 GeV, called the ggF 1-jet
very high pt“™ SR, and via pt"™* > 300 GeV, called the
ggF 1-jet highest p?’misg SR. These target the jet-inclusive
ggH very high p# and ggH highest p¥ STXS categories,
respectively, which are also targeted by ggF > 2-jets SRs
discussed in the following paragraph.

The inclusive ggF Njis > 2 SR targets the ggF pro-
duction mode. It is further split into p%l’miss < 200GeV,
200 < ptt™sS <300 GeV, and pi-™ > 300 GeV result-
ing in the ggF > 2-jets medium low pg’miss SR, ggF > 2-jets
very high p5"“™ SR, and ggF > 2-jets highest p& ™ SR,
respectively. The latter two SRs exist in both DF and SF chan-
nels, while only the DF channel is considered for the first,
as the SF channel would have negligible sensitivity in this
region due to a very low signal-to-background ratio. These
SRs target the gg H > 2-jets, gg H very high p{{, and ggH
highest p{{ STXS categories, respectively.

The inclusive VBF Njeis > 2 SR targets the VBF pro-
duction mode. It is split into seven SRs for both the DF
and SF channels using identical kinematic selections and
resulting in a total of 14 VBF > 2-jets SRs. Events with
pg’mlss < 200 GeV are further divided into:

e 350 < mj; < 700GeV, resulting in the VBF > 2-jets
low pf}e’mlss low m j; SR, targeting the EW gg H > 2-jets
low p{! low m;; STXS category;

e 700 < mj; < 1000GeV, resulting in the VBF > 2-

22, miss

jetslow pp medium m ;; SR, targeting the EW gg H
> 2-jets low p? medium m j; STXS category;
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Fig. 2 Two sets (‘Production mode’ and ‘Reduced STXS 1.2°) of
exclusive phase-space regions (‘production categories’) defined at
particle-level for (left panel, shaded) the measurement of the Higgs
boson production cross-sections and (right panel, blank) the correspond-
ing reconstructed SRs. The description of the production categories and
reconstructed SRs is given in Sect. 6. All Reduced STXS 1.2 produc-
tion categories include a requirement on the Higgs boson rapidity of

e 1000 < mjj < 1500 GeV, resulting in the VBF > 2-jets
low p” "M highm ; SR, targeting the EW ggq H > 2-jets
low pT high m j; STXS category; and

e mj; > 1500GeV, resulting in the VBF > 2-jets low
p”‘miss highest m ;; SR, targeting the EW gg H > 2-jets
low pT highest m j; STXS category.

Events with pt*™ > 200 GeV are further divided into:

e 350 < mj; < 1000GeV, resulting in the VBF > 2-jets
high p4 ™ medium low 72 j; SR, targeting the EW gg H

> 2-jets high p{’ medium low m ;; STXS category;

high pY

|yu| < 2.5. Single lines indicate SRs that exist in only the DF channel;
double lines indicate SRs that exist in both the DF and SF channels. The
colours of each SR box indicate the SM expected relative fractions of
ggF (blue, left part of each SR box) and VBF (orange, right part of each
SR box). In cases where a SF SR is present, its box is shown beneath
the corresponding DF SR box

highest m;;

e 1000 < m;; < 1500GeV, resulting in the VBF > 2-
jets high p5“™* high m ; SR, targeting the EW gq H
> 2-jets high pqu high m j; STXS category; and

e mj; > 1500GeV, resulting in the VBF > 2-jets high
pu‘miss highest m ;; SR, targeting the EW gq H > 2-jets
high pT highest m j; STXS category.

6.5 Event classification for the CP-sensitive measurement
The STXS measurement described in the previous section is

of high importance and can easily be combined with simi-
lar measurements using other Higgs boson decay channels.

@ Springer
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Fig. 3 Relative SM signal composition in terms of the measured

STXS production categories for each reconstructed SR. The phase

space selections based on pi ™ and m;; summarised on the

right are described in Sect. 6.4. The signal purity (‘Sig. / Tot.”)
is defined as the sum of the yields for the measured STXS pro-

However, the Stage 1.2 STXS categorisation scheme has not
been designed to be sensitive to the CP structure of poten-
tial effective Higgs boson couplings. To directly target the
CP coupling structure, this analysis introduces an alternative
STXScp categorisation scheme, which is shown diagram-
matically in Fig. 4. This alternative categorisation affects the
STXS categories targeting the production of a Higgs boson in
association with two or more jets; the STXS categories with
zero or one jets are unchanged relative to STXS Stage 1.2.
The CP-sensitive variable used for the categorisation is the
signed azimuthal angular difference between the two lead-
ing jets, A¢;—Lj, defined as the azimuthal angular difference
between the forward (positive ) and backward jet, mapped
onto the range [—m, +7) rad [27,28]. Differential measure-
ments in this variable were used previously to measure the
CP nature of the Higgs boson couplings, via reconstruction-
level information using a partial Run 2 data sample [145] and
via profile likelihood unfolding using the Run 2 data sample
in the ggF and VBF phase space [20,146,147].

The particle-level categorisation used for this CP-sensitive
measurement (or ‘STXScp measurement’) is as follows. The
EW ggH > 2-jets phase space is split at p{i = 200GeV,
as the shape of the SM in the Aqbfj distribution changes
between these two phase space regions, shown in Ref. [12].
A split at m;; = 700GeV in the low p%l regions is intro-
duced to match the background normalisation scheme for
the STXS measurement (see Sect.6.6), which ensures that
background processes are accurately measured. Each of the
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0.8

Expected composition ’ e,

duction categories, i.e. all those shown in the legend, divided by
the sum of the yields for all physics processes. For each SR, the
ggH contributions start on the left, going from lighter to darker
shades, followed by the EW gq H, again going from lighter to darker
shades

resulting three EW gq H > 2-jets categories is split into four
new CP-sensitive STXScp bins using A(;S;—Lj: [—m, —7/2),
[—7/2,0), [0, +m7/2), and [+7/2, +m)rad. This binning
is chosen for consistency with other measurements probing
similar effects using A¢;—Lj, e.g. Refs. [20,21,146,147].

In the STXS Stage 1.2 categorisation scheme for gg H, the
pf > 200 GeV category is inclusive in the number of jets.
The STXScp categorisation scheme modifies this approach
by additionally splitting the prf{ > 200 GeV category into
Nijets < 2 and Njers > 2 subcategories.8 Following this, the
gg H > 2-jets phase space is split at p¥ = 200 GeV to match
the background normalisation scheme of the STXS measure-
ment. The two p{’ regions are split again into the same four
Ad)}".—:. bins as for EW gq H. Splitting the gg H phase space
in a similar way to the EW gq H phase space improves the
ability to measure contamination from the former in SRs
targeting the latter. However, the anomalous couplings mod-
ifying EW ggq H production are not significantly affected by
those modifying gg H production, shown in Sect. 11.3.

To improve sensitivity by reducing the correlations
between POIs, reconstruction-level SRs are defined to
closely resemble the STXScp categorisation to minimise
migrations. Therefore, the final SRs are constructed, after
splitting in p{l and m j;, by splitting into four equidistant

8 No ggH 0-jet event considered by this measurement is expected to
have p{! > 200 GeV at particle-level. Therefore, the treatment of 0-jet
events is in practice equivalent in Figs. 2 and 4.
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Fig. 4 STXScp categorisation scheme, modified from the Stage 1.2
STXS categorisation scheme shown in Fig. 2, showing (left panel,
shaded) the particle-level production categories and (right panel, blank)
the corresponding reconstructed SRs. The description of the produc-
tion categories and reconstructed SRs is given in Sect. 6. All produc-
tion categories in the STXScp categorisation scheme include a require-
ment on the Higgs boson rapidity of |yy| < 2.5. The ggH 0/1-jet
200 < p-f’ < 300GeV and p{l > 300 GeV categories branch off of

A¢;—Lj bins, matching the particle-level STXScp categories
and Aqbfj bins. Furthermore, the gg H high p{II categories
with Njets < 2 and Njeis > 2 have corresponding SRs that
are split in the same way using the reconstructed number
of jets. As in the STXS measurement, the same DF and SF
channels are used. These newly constructed SRs are shown
alongside their matching STXScp categories in Fig. 4.

as50n [0 ) 0 2 EREEERIES

the ggF 1-jet line to avoid complicating the figure. Single lines indicate
SRs that exist in only the DF channel; double lines indicate SRs that
exist in both the DF and SF channels. The colours of each SR box indi-
cate the SM expected relative fractions of ggF (blue, left part of each SR
box) and VBF (orange, right part of each SR box). In cases where a SF
SR is present, its box is shown beneath the corresponding DF SR box.
The pale blue and orange boxes indicate production categories and SRs
that are unchanged from the Stage 1.2 STXS categorisation scheme

6.6 Control regions

For each event class introduced in the previous sections, cor-
responding CRs are defined that are enriched in the domi-
nant background processes, including gg — WW (labelled
as WW), top quark, Z/y* — 17, and Z/y* — ee/uun
production. These are used to normalise the rates for these
processes from data via normalisation factors. The use of
CRs additionally leads to a partial cancellation of systematic
uncertainties that affect SRs and their corresponding CRs
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in similar ways for the normalised background processes,
improving the measurement precision.

The CRs are defined using inverted SR selections such
that all CRs and SRs are non-overlapping, i.e. statistically
independent. Each CR applies selections on p?rz’mlss andm j;.
Typically the same selections as used to define an SR are
applied, but in some cases coarser selections corresponding
to the pi™ and m ;; range of multiple SRs are chosen.
This is done when the normalisation factors are observed
to be consistent within statistical uncertainties between CRs
defined using finer splitting in p-t}e’mlss and m jj, mitigating
the potential for statistical fluctuations in simulation and data.
Any SRs occupying a subset of the phase space defined by the
pg’miss or m jj selections of a CR are coherently normalised
via that same CR using a common normalisation factor. The
WW, top quark, and Z/y* — 7t CRs defined in the DF
channel of the Njes > 2 event class are used to normalise
these background processes simultaneously in the DF and SF
channels, whereas the normalisation factors obtained using
the Z/y* — ee/uu CRs are only applied to the SF channel.
In the statistical analysis, each CR consists of only a single
bin; however, all SR DNNss are validated by comparing their
predicted shape and normalisation with those in data in their
respective CRs, and no significant mismodelling is observed.
The selections used to define the CRs are summarised in
Table 4.

For some of the SRs in the Njes > 2 event class, the
normalisation of a particular background process is obtained
from a fit using exclusively the SR and not an accompanying
CR. This is done where it is difficult to define a CR suffi-
ciently close to the SR in phase space and where the SR has
sufficient statistics to estimate the normalisation of that back-
ground. In particular, the background-rich regions of that SR
are what primarily determine the normalisation.

The Njets = 0, Njers = 1, and Njers > 2 ggF-enriched
event classes utilise W W CRs that are made statistically inde-
pendent of their respective SRs using inverted selections on
the dilepton invariant mass, mg¢, following the DF channel
preselection. In the Njes > 2 ggF-enriched event class, the
mTy variable [148] is additionally used to separate diboson
and top quark production and is defined as:

of the other charged lepton. All combinations of the leading
and subleading leptons and jets are considered in the calcula-
tion. The mt variable provides a lower bound on the mass of
a parent particle that decays into visible and invisible prod-
ucts for the case where there are two such parent particles in
the event; this is the case for g¢ —> WW — fvlv. Addi-
tionally, the inclusion of the transverse momentum of a single
jet in the visible decay products improves the ability of this
variable to separate gg — W W and top quark production.

All event classes utilise top quark CRs that are made statis-
tically independent of their corresponding SRs by inverting
the b-jet veto into a b-jet requirement. The Njes require-
ment is retained, in accordance with the DF channel prese-
lection. In the Njers = O event class, only sub-threshold jets,
20 < pt < 30GeV, are considered for the b-jet require-
ment, which ensures that the phase space of the CR remains
close to that of the SR.

The Njes = 1 and the Njes > 2 ggF- and VBF-enriched
event classes utilise Z/y* — 7t CRs that are made sta-
tistically independent of their respective SRs using inverted
selections on the mass of the t-lepton pair, m, following
the DF channel preselection. No Z/y* — 71 CR is defined
for the Njeis = O SRs, as this background constitutes only
about 1% of the total background in these SRs.

Finally, the Njes > 2 ggF- and VBF-enriched event
classes utilise Z/y* — ee/uu CRs that are made statis-
tically independent of their respective SRs by requiring the
dilepton invariant mass, mg¢, to be within 15GeV of the Z
pole following the SF channel preselection.

Inthe Njeis = Oeventclass, the WW and top quark CRs are

each split into two regions defined by pg’miss < 10GeV and
pg’mlss > 10GeV. Inthe Njeis = 1 eventclass, the WW, top
quark, and Z/y* — 1t CRs are each split into three regions
defined by pt"™* < 60GeV, 60 < p;"™* < 120GeV,
and pt™ > 120 GeV.

In the Njets > 2 ggF-enriched event class, the WW and
Z/y* — tt CRs are each split into two regions defined

£€,miss £€,miss

by pr < 200GeV and p; > 200 GeV. The top

quark CR requires pfzre’miss > 200 GeV, as including an addi-

€€, miss

tional CR for the py < 200 GeV phase space does not
improve the expected measurement precision. Instead, the

mrmy = min min
Xy=010 ) \pr+pi=pr
7=V,

[max {m%(!ﬁxﬂz’ P m%(P"?’ P@”)’

where the minimisation is over all possible two-component
transverse-momentum vectors, pf, (i = 1, 2), such that their
sum gives the observed missing transverse momentum, p..,

l+jz - .
and where p' *7 is the combined transverse momentum of a

. ‘.
charged lepton and a jet and p is the transverse momentum

@ Springer

normalisation of the top quark background in this region is
obtained from a fit to data in the corresponding SR. The
Z/y* — ee/uu CR also requires pg’mlss > 200GeV, as
£, miss

the pp < 200 GeV phase space is not considered in the
SF channel due to negligible expected sensitivity.
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Table 4 Event selection criteria used to define the CRs. The defini-
tions of the variables can be found in the main text. The WW, top
quark, and Z/y* — 7t CRs follow the DF channel preselection in
Table 2; the Z/y* — ee/up CRs follow from the SF channel prese-

lection in Table 2. Selections in bold indicate those that ensure the CRs
are statistically independent of their respective SRs. ‘V H orthogonal-
ity’ corresponds to either |m j; — 85GeV| > 15GeV, or |Ay;;| > 1.2,
or both

Event class
Control region Njers =0 ‘ Nijers = 1 ‘ Njers > 2 ggF-enriched ‘ Njets > 2 VBF-enriched
DF channel preselection
Npjes (pr > 20GeV) =0
55 < myp < 100 GeV my; > 80 GeV mer > 80 GeV
ww A(ﬁ‘[{ < 2.0rad mrt > 1 10 GeV mr > 165 GeV N/A
EF'™ > 20GeV Mer < mz —25GeV
Adre,miss > 1.57 rad V H orthogonality
ARgp > 0.6 Fail CJV or Fail OLV
DF channel preselection
. _ Nb-je‘s (pT > 30 GeV) =1 . _
Np.jets (20 < pr <30GeV) =1 Nojes (20 < pr < 30GeV) = 0 Np.jets (PT > 20GeV) =1
Ton quark mee < 100 GeV mee < 100 GeV mee < 55GeV mee < 70 GeV
P d EMS > 20 GeV Mer <mz —25GeV Mer < mz —25GeV mer < mz —25GeV
A¢ee < 2.0rad A¢pee < 1.8rad -
Adre,miss > 1.57 rad V H orthogonality mj; > 350 GeV
ARgp > 0.6 Fail CJV or Fail OLV Pass CJV and Pass OLV
DF channel preselection
Nb-jets (PT > 20 GeV) =0
B me; > myz —25GeV |m.r —mz| < 25GeV
Zlyt - N/A mee < 80 GeV mee < 55GeV mee < 70GeV
VH orthogonality mj; 2 350 GeV
Fail CJV or Fail OLV Pass CJV and Pass OLV
SF channel preselection
Npjers (pT > 20GeV) =0
" |mepe —mz| < 15GeV
Zly" = eeluu N/A — A¢er < 1.8rad
VH orthogonality mj; > 350 GeV
Fail CJV or Fail OLV Pass CJV and Pass OLV

In the Njets > 2 VBF-enriched event class, the top quark
and Z/y* — tt CRs are each split into three regions. They
are first divided into regions of pf™™* < 200GeV and
pffz’miss > 200 GeV, and then the former is subdivided into
regions with 350 < m;; < 700GeV and m;; > 700 GeV.
The Z/y* — ee/up CR requires p?’miss > 200GeV,
as including additional CRs does not improve the expected
measurement precision. Instead, in the przre’mISS < 200 GeV
phase space, the normalisations of the Z /y* — ee/uu back-
ground in the regions defined by 350 < m;; < 700GeV,
700 < mj; < 1000GeV, and m;; > 1000GeV are each
obtained from a fit to data in the corresponding SRs. The
DNNs in the SRs provide excellent shape separation between
the signal and the Z/y* — ee/uu background, which
allows the normalisation of the Z/y* — ee/uu background
to be estimated and the signal to be measured simultaneously.

The yield and composition of each CR is shown in Fig. 5,
following the full fit to data described in Sect. 10.1. Addi-
tionally, the corresponding values of the background normal-
isation factors obtained from this fit are consistent with unity
and shown in Fig. 21 of Appendix B.

Control region modifications for the CP-sensitive mea-
surement The CR selections in the STXScp measurement

are exactly the same as in the STXS measurement, including
the regions for which particular backgrounds are normalised
in SRs without dedicated CRs. However, there is one excep-
tion: unlike the STXS measurement, the Njes > 2 VBF-
enriched event class in the STXScp measurement does not
use asplitatm ;; = 1000 GeV for p{'l < 200 GeV, and so the
Z/y* — ee/up background in the region m ;; > 700 GeV
is normalised to data in the corresponding SR via a single
normalisation factor.

7 Background estimation

Background processes are modelled in three ways: using MC
predictions normalised to data, pure data-driven predictions,
or pure MC predictions.

The WW, top quark, and Z/y*+jets processes are mod-
elled using MC samples and normalised to data. The corre-
sponding rates are fitted using the CRs and SRs defined in
Sect. 6. The differential distributions or ‘shapes’ of relevant
observables for those same backgrounds are extracted from
simulation.

The backgrounds that are estimated by using pure data-
driven predictions correspond to processes with misidentified
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Fig. 5 Yield distributions in the CRs of the STXS measurement after
a full fit to data (i.e., ‘Post-fit’). The vertical dashed lines delineate CRs
targeting different backgrounds, where ‘Z/y* — ££’ corresponds to
‘Z/y* — ee/up’ . The middle panel shows the ratio of the data to the

leptons. The estimation of these backgrounds is described in
detail in Sect. 7.1.

All other physics processes are estimated by using pure
MC predictions, including Higgs boson production not
considered as signal (e.g., VH, ttH, and H — 717),
WZ/ZZ/V+y diboson production, and triboson production.

7.1 Backgrounds with misidentified leptons

The backgrounds originating from either one or two misiden-
tified leptons are primarily due to W+jets and multijet pro-
cesses, respectively. They are estimated by using a data-
driven technique [149] where estimation regions (ERs) are
defined by applying all nominal selections, except that one
of the two lepton candidates is required to fail the full iden-
tification criteria outlined in Sect. 5 while still satisfying a
looser set of identification requirements. These lepton candi-
dates are referred to as anti-identified leptons. The expected
misidentified lepton background yields in the SRs and CRs
are extrapolated from the observed number of events in the
corresponding ERs with anti-identified leptons, after sub-
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Control region

sum of the fitted signal and background, and the bottom panel shows
the relative composition among the fitted signal and background pro-
cesses. In the top and middle panels, the hatched band shows the total
uncertainty, including both statistical and systematics sources

tracting the expected contribution from processes with two
prompt leptons using simulated samples. The method appro-
priately accounts for all processes with misidentified lep-
tons, as long as they are present in the sample with one anti-
identified lepton. The small contribution from multijet pro-
cesses with two misidentified leptons is accounted for in the
extrapolation by applying a correction term evaluated in an
ER where both lepton candidates are anti-identified.

The extrapolation factor that is used to extrapolate the
expected misidentified lepton background yields in the ERs
to the SRs is determined using a sample of Z/y*+jets-
enriched events, where a three-lepton selection is applied
to target events with a leptonically decaying Z boson plus a
misidentified-lepton candidate recoiling against the Z boson.
The extrapolation factor is defined as the ratio between the
number of events in which the misidentified-lepton candi-
date satisfies the nominal identification criteria and the num-
ber of events in which it satisfies the anti-identified criteria.
The main sources of misidentified leptons in the Z /y *+jets-
enriched sample used to evaluate the extrapolation factor can
be different from those in the SR, where misidentified leptons
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mostly come from W +jets events. A correction factor is intro-
duced to account for this difference in sample composition
between W and Z events (‘flavour correction’). This is deter-
mined from the ratio of the extrapolation factors measured
in samples of W+jets and Z/y *+jets events using MC sim-
ulation. For electrons, the flavour correction increases from
~ 0.9 for 15 < pr < 20GeV to ~ 1.6 for pt > 35GeV;
for muons, it increases from ~ 0.8 for 15 < pt < 20 GeV to
~ 1.5for pt > 35 GeV. The product of the extrapolation and
correction factors is referred to as the corrected extrapolation
factor.

The corrected extrapolation factors are measured sepa-
rately for anti-identified electrons and muons and differen-
tially in the pr of the anti-identified lepton, as shown in
Fig. 6. Systematic uncertainties are evaluated for the cor-
rected extrapolation factors and are described in Sect. 8.1.

The single-lepton triggers and some of the single-lepton
parts (‘legs’) of the dilepton triggers apply selection criteria
that are tighter than the anti-identification criteria consid-
ered by the analysis. As a result, if an anti-identified lepton
is solely responsible for triggering an event, a bias occurs.
For these events, a new method was developed, resulting in
a more precise estimate of this contribution. This method
employs an additional set of corrections that are applied to
account for the bias. The corrections are derived using dijet
events collected using single-lepton triggers that are looser
than both the identification and anti-identification criteria
considered by the analysis. From these events, two differ-
ent extrapolation factors are calculated in the same manner
as before: the estimation of the first additionally requires the
anti-identified lepton to have fired one of the tight triggers
above, whereas the estimation of the second places no such
requirement. The trigger correction factor is then calculated
as the ratio of the first extrapolation factor to the second. The
corrected extrapolation factor is multiplied by this factor for
events where the misidentified-lepton candidate solely fired
a trigger that would induce a bias.

Like the extrapolation factors, the trigger correction fac-
tors are measured separately for anti-identified electrons and
muons and differentially in the pr of the anti-identified lep-
ton. The corrected extrapolation factors are found to be con-
sistent between the central and forward regions of the detec-
tor. This is not the case for the trigger correction factors,
which are thus measured independently in central and for-
ward regions of the detector defined by |n| below and above
1.5 (1.05) for electrons (muons). The resulting trigger cor-
rection factors are shown in Fig. 18 in Appendix A. Similarly
to the corrected extrapolation factors, systematic uncertain-
ties are evaluated for the trigger correction factors and are
described in Sect. 8.1.

8 Systematic uncertainties

Uncertainties from both experimental and theory sources
affect the results of the measurement. This section describes
the estimation of their effects on the signal and background
normalisations and, where applicable, on the shapes of the
DNN discriminants in the SRs. Uncertainties from theory
sources generally affect both the sample normalisations and
the shapes; thus, their effects are calculated bin-by-bin in
the DNN output score. Contrary to this, uncertainties from
experimental sources mainly affect the sample normalisa-
tions, while their effect on the DNN SR shapes is often eval-
uated to be negligible and thus not considered.

For a given uncertainty in a region, the normalisation
and shape components are subject to a pruning procedure,
whereby a component is removed from that region if its
impact is found to be negligible. Doing so improves the sta-
bility of the statistical analysis.

8.1 Experimental uncertainties

Uncertainties associated with the selected leptons originate
from the trigger, reconstruction, identification, and isolation
efficiencies [126,127] and from the energy (for electrons)
or momentum (for muons) scale and resolution [128,150].
For jets, uncertainties arise from the jet energy scale and
resolution [133], the performance of the jet-vertex tag-
gers [134,135], and the b-jet identification [137]. Further-
more, uncertainties due to the trigger selection [36,37] as
well as due to the soft term in the reconstruction of the
Efrniss [138] are estimated. The uncertainty in the modelling
of pile-up for simulated event samples is estimated by vary-
ing the reweighting to the pile-up profile in data, described
in Sect. 4, within its uncertainties. The uncertainty in the
combined 2015-2018 integrated luminosity is 0.83% [35],
obtained using the LUCID-2 detector [31] for the primary
luminosity measurements. The integrated luminosity uncer-
tainty is only considered for the Higgs boson signal and the
background processes that are normalised to theory predic-
tions.

For the data-driven estimate of the misidentified lep-
ton background, see Sect. 7.1, three sources of uncertainty
are considered for each corrected extrapolation factor: the
statistical uncertainty in the extrapolation factor itself, an
uncertainty related to the subtraction of processes with three
prompt leptons from the Z/y*+jets-enriched sample used
to derive the extrapolation factors (‘EW subtraction uncer-
tainty’), and an uncertainty in the sample composition when
deriving the correction factors (‘flavour correction uncer-
tainty’). The EW subtraction uncertainty is calculated using
the theory uncertainties in the prompt lepton background, and
the flavour correction uncertainty is given by the difference
between the correction factors estimated by using V+jets
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Fig. 6 Corrected extrapolation factors (CEF) for anti-identified a elec-
trons and b muons. For electrons, the extrapolation factors are provided
for those that satisfy both the Medium and Tight identification crite-
ria. In the upper panels, the error bars indicate the total uncertainties
in the corrected extrapolation factors and the shaded bars indicate sys-
tematic uncertainties, namely the uncertainty related to the subtraction

events simulated with SHERPA 2.2.11 and those estimated by
using V +jets events simulated with POWHEG+PYTHIA 8. This
uncertainty is reflective of the generator dependence of the
correction factors, which are estimated solely from simula-
tion. The resulting uncertainties can be seen in Fig. 6. For the
estimation of the trigger correction factors, both statistical
uncertainties and EW subtraction uncertainties are consid-
ered and similarly derived, as shown in Fig. 18.

The largest experimental uncertainties affecting the ggF
measurement come from the lepton isolation, b-jet identi-
fication, and pile-up reweighting. The largest experimental
uncertainty affecting the VBF measurement is the jet energy
scale.

8.2 Theory uncertainties

Sources of systematic uncertainty from theory are evaluated
by reweighting simulated events or by comparing the nominal
simulated samples with alternative samples. For all processes
and unless stated otherwise, the uncertainty related to miss-
ing higher-order corrections is computed as the maximum
variation of the envelope resulting from simultaneous vari-
ations of the renormalisation and factorisation scales, ©g
and up, by factors of 0.5 and 2, excluding the two vari-
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of processes with exclusively prompt leptons (electroweak subtraction
uncertainty) and the uncertainty related to the sample composition cor-
rection (flavour correction uncertainty). These sources are described
in Sect. 8.1. In the lower panels, the total relative uncertainties in the
corrected extrapolation factors are shown

ations with opposite extremes of (0.5 x ug,2 x pur) and
(2 x R, 0.5 x r). The uncertainty in the PDF is evaluated
using the PDF error sets and following the recommendations
of Ref. [45]. It encapsulates the experimental and model-
related uncertainties entering the PDF fit. The uncertainty in
the value of the strong coupling constant is evaluated using
the nominal PDF set with different values of the strong cou-
pling constant and is combined with the PDF uncertainty
following the recommendations of Ref. [45].

For signal processes, uncertainties from the matrix ele-
ment matching and parton shower are estimated by compar-
ing predictions from the nominal and alternative generators
described in Sect. 4. The approach described in Refs. [9,151]
is used to estimate the impact of missing higher-order cor-
rections on the ggF and VBF production modes. The effects
of these corrections on the overall predicted yield and on
the distribution of events across STXS categories are con-
sidered, as described in Ref. [152]. The uncertainties in the
Higgs boson branching ratios due to dependencies on SM
parameter values (such as b- and c-quark masses) and miss-
ing higher-order effects are implemented using the correla-
tion model described in Ref. [9], leading to an uncertainty of
£2.16% in the H - WW?* — {vlv branching fraction.
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For the small contribution from the Higgs boson pro-
duction not considered signal, a conservative normalisation
uncertainty of £50% is assigned, resulting in a negligible
effect on the measurements reported in this paper.

For the VV/Vy*, V+y, and Z/y*+jets processes simu-
lated using SHERPA, variations of the matching scale and non-
perturbative effects are considered; for parton shower uncer-
tainties, variations of the resummation scale and the choice
of parton shower recoil scheme are used. These variations are
implemented in alternative samples, and comparisons with
the nominal sample are made using particle-level events with
selections similar to those applied to reconstructed events.
Uncertainties in the choice of the implementation scheme for
the approximate EW corrections to VV/Vy* and Z/y *+jets
processes are also assigned [92].

Owing to an observed change in the modelling of the
p% spectrum going from SHERPA2.2.1 to 2.2.11/14, an
additional ‘pt spectrum’ uncertainty is applied to the
SHERPA 2.2.11/14 Z /y*+jets process, calculated as the dif-
ference between the 2.2.11/14 and 2.2.1 predictions, bin-by-
bin in each SR and CR. The calculation closely matches the
procedure followed by an ATLAS VH, H — bb/c¢ mea-
surement [153], where a similar change in the modelling was
observed.

The EW WW jj process is assigned an additional nor-
malisation uncertainty of 15% due to NLO EW corrections,
calculated using the leading-logarithm approximation [154—
156].

For top quark processes, uncertainties arising from the
matrix element matching and parton shower are estimated by
using the nominal and alternative samples described in Sect. 4
and in the same manner as for signal processes. Additional
uncertainties relating to the choice of model for initial- and
final-state radiation are computed by varying scale, resum-
mation, and showering parameters. For ¢7, uncertainties in
the NNLO reweighting scheme are also considered. For Wt,
additional uncertainties obtained by comparing different dia-
gram removal schemes [115] and different choices of the
hdamp scale [157] are applied.

The uncertainties described above are estimated for each
SR separately, where the reduced (STXS or STXScp) fidu-
cial categories are treated as different processes for the ggF
and VBF signals, and cover the migration of events between
SRs. When only a small number of events is available in the
simulated event samples for certain phase spaces, the effect
of the uncertainty is evaluated on an inclusive set of SRs and
applied to the individual SRs within that set.

The largest theory uncertainties affecting the ggF mea-
surement come from the choice of parton shower recoil
scheme for WW production, the p% spectrum mismodelling
for Z /y*+jets production, and the choice of parton shower
algorithm for ggF and ¢7 production. The largest theory
uncertainties affecting the VBF measurement come from the

choice of matrix element matching and parton shower algo-
rithms for VBF production and the NLO EW corrections
applied to the EW WW jj process.

9 Fit procedure

Results are obtained from a simultaneous profile likelihood
fit [158] to data using all SRs and CRs. In each SR for each
DF or SF channel, the corresponding DNN output node is
used as the final fit discriminant. The output values of the
DNNs in the SRs described in Sect. 6 are binned to obtain an
equal expected number of signal events in each bin, where
signal refers to either ggF or VBF signal events depending
on the SR. This procedure yields between two and six bins
per SR. The chosen, relatively coarse, binning optimises the
sensitivity while ensuring a sufficient number of events such
that background templates are stable against fluctuations.
Larger numbers of bins do not improve the expected sen-
sitivity significantly in the presence of all systematic uncer-
tainties. Background events tend to cluster in the low-score
DNN bins.

The fit for the STXScp measurement can safely use the
same > 2-jets DF and SF DNNs in the SRs as the STXS
measurement, as all training variables are CP-even. Due to
the symmetric nature of the Ad)jtj distribution in the SM pre-
diction, the simulated signal and background compositions
are identical between the symmetric Ad’j;- SRs, [—7, —7/2)
and [+ /2, +m)radaswell as [—m /2, 0) and [0, 4+ /2) rad.
To further ensure that these regions offer equal sensitivity to
signal, the DNN binning is optimised and chosen to be the
same in both regions. Maintaining this symmetry is essential
for maximising the effectiveness of the analysis in detecting
CP-violating effects.

Each CR is represented by a Poisson probability term
to constrain the normalisation of its corresponding back-
ground process via a floating normalisation factor. Uncer-
tainties enter the fit as nuisance parameters in the likelihood
function. Theory uncertainties affecting the signal and the
experimental uncertainties affecting both signal and back-
ground are correlated between SRs and CRs in all analy-
sis channels. Theory uncertainties affecting the background
modelling parameters and background normalisation fac-
tors are correlated across the SRs and CRs of a given jet
multiplicity event class but are decorrelated between differ-
ent event classes. This approach results in a conservative
choice: the expected precision of all POIs in the STXS and
STXScp measurements improves slightly when these uncer-
tainties are correlated. This is caused by slight reductions
of the post-fit nuisance parameter uncertainties, which result
from interdependencies of the event yields between the event
classes. Decorrelating makes the analysis less reliant on the
modelling of these effects. The values of the POIs and of
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the background normalisation parameters in the observed fit
change only slightly when the uncertainties are correlated
instead of decorrelated, i.e. the changes are much smaller than
the uncertainties of the parameters. Additionally, for cases
where the underlying physics of the background is expected
to differ substantially between DF and SF processes (e.g.,
WZ/ZZ/V+y diboson production or triboson production),
the theory uncertainties are also decorrelated between the DF
and SF channels.

The cross-sections multiplied by the H — W W* branch-
ingratio, o X By _, ww=, are represented as POIs and inferred
using only constraints from data. Two different configura-
tions of this parameter set are measured from independent fits
to the same regions. The first measures the 15 cross-sections
defined by the STXS scheme as POlIs, and the second mea-
sures the total ggF and VBF cross-sections as POIs and is
referred to as the 2-POI fit. In both cases, the other Higgs
boson production modes are fixed to their expected yields.

A third fit is used to measure a set of POIs that scale
the expected signal yields for the 27 production categories
considered by the STXScp measurement. These POIs are
referred to as signal strengths, .

An important distinction is made between the fit con-
figurations measuring signal strengths versus those measur-
ing cross-sections. The former considers both normalisation
and shape components of the theory uncertainties affecting
signal, while the latter removes the normalisation compo-
nents from these same uncertainties (i.e., only considers the
components affecting acceptance). When measuring a cross-
section, the normalisation components are included in the
uncertainty on the SM expectation that one compares to the
measured cross-section. This avoids double counting of these
uncertainties.

The individual contributions to the total uncertainty of
each POI are determined via the breakdown method. In this
method, the contributions of each source are evaluated as
the difference in quadrature between the total uncertainty in
the fit floating all sources of uncertainty and the uncertainty
when the source is eliminated from the fit by fixing the cor-
responding nuisance parameters to their best-fit values.

10 Results

In this section, the results for the STXS measurement
(Sect. 10.1), the 2-POI fit using the STXS measurement
(Sect. 10.2), and the STXScp measurement (Sect. 10.3) are
presented.

The terms ‘pre-fit’ and ‘post-fit’ refer to the state of the
statistical model before and after fitting to the observed data
to find the best-fit values of the statistical model parameters.
Prior to performing any fit, all parameters of the statistical
model are initialised to values such that the statistical model
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corresponds to the SM expectation. Additionally, ‘expected
results’ correspond to those obtained using the pre-fit values
of the statistical model parameters, with data substituted by
the pre-fit yields from simulation.

10.1 STXS measurement

Excellent post-fit background agreement with observed data
in all CRs is shown in Fig. 5. The corresponding post-fit
background normalisation factors are consistent with unity,
i.e., their pre-fit values, as shown in Fig. 21 of Appendix B.
Together, this gives a high confidence in the background
modelling and the ability of the fit model to adjust the rel-
evant background normalisations. Figures 7, 8, and 9 show
the post-fit yields in the SRs of the STXS measurement. The
observed data yields agree, in both rate and shape, within
uncertainties with the post-fit signal and background yields
from the prediction in all SRs. Specifically, Fig. 7 shows the
excellent agreement in all ggF SRs, including the ggF SF
> 2-jets SRs considered for the first time in this paper. Fig-
ure 8 shows the SRs that, for the first time in this channel,
target the EW gq H 1-jet STXS category; the observed SRs
are in agreement with no VBF contribution and with the SM
prediction. Lastly, Fig.9 demonstrates the excellent post-fit
agreement of the data with the model for the VBF > 2-jets
SRs, including the VBF SF > 2-jets SRs considered for the
first time in this paper.

Figure 10 shows a summary of the cross-sections multi-
plied by the H — W W* branching ratios measured in each
of the 15 STXS categories, normalised to the corresponding
SM predictions. The results are compatible with the SM pre-
dictions with a p-value of 39%. The correlations among the
POISs are shown in Fig. 19 in Appendix B. The strongest cor-
relations are observed between the gg H 1-jet and EW qq H
1-jet cross-sections and between the gg H > 2-jets and EW
qqH > 2-jets low p%’ low m j; cross-sections, as expected
from the SR composition shown in Fig. 3. No correlation is
greater than 50%.

Table 7 in Appendix B provides the central values and
uncertainties of each of the measured STXS cross-sections,
together with the SM predictions. The measurements of the
EW gqH STXS cross-sections are dominated by statistical
uncertainties. While the uncertainty is predominantly statis-
tical for the gg H category with pf > 300 GeV, experimen-
tal and theory uncertainties contribute significantly for the
remaining gg H categories. Systematic uncertainties exceed
statistical uncertainties for the O-jet category, the 1-jet cat-
egory with p{i < 60GeV, and the > 2-jets category with
p{{ < 200 GeV. The largest uncertainties for the gg H 0-jet
category are muon efficiency calibration uncertainties and the
theory uncertainties for the W W background (dominated by
the uncertainty originating from the choice of parton shower
recoil scheme), which individually amount to 4% relative to
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the POI value. The largest uncertainties for the gg H 1-jet
category with pf < 60GeV are the WW and top theory
uncertainties as well as the flavour tagging calibration uncer-
tainties, which amount to about 10% each relative to the POI
value. The largest theory uncertainties for the gg H > 2-jets
category with p{{ < 200 GeV stem from the modelling of
the top and W W backgrounds. They amount to 51% and 25%
relative to the POI value. The largest experimental uncertain-
ties for that same category are the jet energy resolution and
flavour tagging calibration uncertainties, which amount to
16% and 13% relative to the POI value, respectively.
Compared to the first full Run 2 publication measuring
ggF and VBF production and eleven STXS cross-sections in
the H — WW* decay channel [14], this analysis refines the
measurements of the STXS cross-sections. It measures more
granular STXS cross-sections, particularly in the region of
pITL[ > 200 GeV, adds for the first time in this channel the
EW ¢gq H STXS category with exactly one jet, and achieves
higher precision on previously measured cross-sections. This
increased performance can be attributed to the improvements
in the lepton isolation algorithm that suppresses backgrounds
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the differences between the data and the estimated background com-
pared to the simulated post-fit signal distribution. In the bottom panel,
the pre-fit expected prediction for the sum of ggF and VBF is overlaid;
independently, the pre-fit expected prediction for VBF is overlaid and
scaled up by a factor of five. In all panels, the hatched band shows the
total uncertainty

due to misidentified leptons, the increased use of neural net-
works across all channels, and various other subdominant
factors, as already mentioned in Sect. 1. Owing to these
improvements, the expected accuracy for the EW gg H STXS
categories with > 2 jets has improved by approximately 10%
to 25%. Improvements of the expected results for the gg H
STXS categories range from 10% to 36% and exceed 25% for
> 2-jets and for pITLI above 120GeV. The newly considered
same-flavour channel in the > 2-jets event class boosts the
expected sensitivity for the STXS categories with large p{’ .
The related gain is around 20% for the EW gg H STXS cat-
egories with pfl above 200GeV and 8% for the gg H STXS
category with p%l above 300GeV.

10.2 Inclusive cross-section measurement

The total ggF and VBF cross-sections multiplied by the
H — WW?* branching ratio, oger X By ww+ and oygg X
BH_, ww+, are measured using a fit with only two POIs. Here,
all ggF POIs from the STXS fit are constrained to be identi-
cal and similarly for all VBF POIs. The expected precision
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Fig. 9 Post-fit DNN distributions in the VBF > 2-jets a low and
b high pt“™ SRs entering the STXS measurement for both the
DF and SF channels; the post-fit results are obtained from the 15-
POI fit. The vertical dashed lines delineate different SRs. The mid-
dle panels show the ratios of the data to the sum of the fitted signal
and background, and the bottom panels show the differences between

DNN o

utput

utput

ATLAS

Vs=

H-
Post:

4
|
I

4

4

13TeV, 140fb~"
WW+* - tvbv
-fit

Data

Unc.

9gF H

VBF H

Other H
/Wt

WW (QCD)
WW (EW)
Zly* > 1t
Zly* > eelup
Misidentified lepton
Other VV(V)

Data
Unc.
Pred.

Data - bkg.

Unc.

ggF H

VBF H

ggF+VBF H (pre-fit expected)

(b)

the data and the estimated background compared to the simulated
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tom panels, the pre-fit expected prediction for the sum of ggF and
VBF is overlaid. In all panels, the hatched band shows the total
uncertainty
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Fig. 10 Best-fit values and uncertainties for the H — WW™ cross-
sections measured in each of the STXS categories, normalised to the
corresponding SM predictions. The error bars, upper boxes, and lower

Fig. 11 Best-fit value and 68%
and 95% CL two-dimensional
contours of oy X By ww*
versus oger X By ww+. The
error bars on the SM prediction
correspond to its 68% CL error
intervals, separately for

ovBF X By ww+ and

OgoF X B ww+
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of both measurements was improved by 11% compared to
those reported in the previous ATLAS Run 2 publication [14],
owing to several analysis improvements discussed earlier and
briefly summarized in Sect. 1. The observed results from this
fit are:

OgeF X B swwx = 12.4“:}:% pb
= 12.4 £ 0.6 (stat.) = 0.9 (exp. syst.)
+0.3 (sig. theo.)fgzg (bkg. theo.) pb,
oveE X B ww+ = 0.79701% pb
=0.79 £ 0.11 (stat.) 007 (exp. syst.) 042 (sig. theo.)
+0.05 (bkg. theo.) pb,

in agreement with their SM expectations of 10.4 4 0.6 pb
and 0.81 =+ 0.02 pb, respectively. Figure 11 shows 68% and
95% confidence level (CL) two-dimensional contours of
OVBF X By sww+ Versus oger X By, ww+. The result is
compatible with the SM prediction at about 68% CL, which
is driven by the slightly high observed, yet consistent with the
SM, value of oggr x By ww=+. As expected, the observed
correlation is very small. This is due to the fact that there is
very little gg H contamination in the VBF SRs, and only atiny
EW gq H contribution in the ggF SRs. Only the challenging
VBF 1-jet SRs are noteworthy exceptions, which, however,
do not lead to an overall large correlation in this measure-
ment. The expected compositions of the SRs are shown in
Fig. 3 and previously mentioned in Sect. 10.1 in the context of
the STXS results. Furthermore, the DNNs provide an excel-
lent separation of ggF from VBF in the VBF > 2-jets SRs, as
shown in Fig. 9. These aspects were further improved com-
pared to the corresponding compositions of the STXS SRs
shown in the previous publication [159].

Table 5 shows the relative impact of the main uncer-
tainties on the measured values for oger X By, ww+ and
ovBF X By ww=. The measurement of the ggF cross-section
is dominated by systematic uncertainties while in the VBF
case statistical and systematic uncertainties are comparable.
The measurement of oger X By, ww~ is limited approx-
imately equally by theory and experimental uncertainties,
with the single largest contribution arising from the system-
atic uncertainty associated with the efficiency of the muon
isolation criteria. The largest systematic uncertainties in the
ovVBF X By_.ww* measurement are theory uncertainties in
the signal process; in particular, the comparisons between
different event generators for the parton shower and for the
matrix-element matching are dominant.

10.3 CP-sensitive measurement

In this section, the results of the STXScp measurement are
shown and discussed. Figure 12 shows a summary of the

27 measured signal strengths and uncertainties in each of
the STXScp categories. The results are compatible with the
SM predictions with a p-value of 91%. While the impact
of experimental and theory systematic uncertainties on the
POIs remains of a similar magnitude to that of the nominal
STXS measurement, the STXScp measurement is subject
to increased statistical uncertainties due to the finer classi-
fication, as discussed in Sect. 6.5. The correlations among
the POIs are shown in Fig. 20 in Appendix B. The estimated
background contribution aligns with the STXS measurement
as the fit model uses nearly the same background estimation
strategy, as described at the end of Sect. 6.6. Additionally,
the post-fit values of the background normalisation factors,
shown in Fig. 21 of Appendix B, are consistent with unity
and consistent with the corresponding results from the STXS
measurement discussed in the previous section.

Also shown in Fig. 12 are the expected BSM effects
arising from CP-conserving (cyg, cgw) and CP-violating
(c ue € HW) anomalous couplings, as formulated within
the SMEFT framework (see their definitions in Sect. 11).
This measurement demonstrates significant potential for con-
straining these effects, with the results from such an inter-
pretation provided in Sect. 11.3. The compatibility of the
observed data with a CP-conserving scenario was tested by
checking the consistency of the data with totally symmet-
ric Aqﬁfj distributions (i.e., correlating the signal between
the [—m, —m/2) and [+ /2, 4+) rad bins and between the
[-m/2,0) and [0, 4+ /2) rad bins) in all SRs, resulting in a
p-value of 75%.

11 Effective field theory interpretations of results

Effective field theory interpretations in CP-conserving and
CP-violating scenarios are performed in the context of
SMEFT [18, 19] for the measurements presented in Sects. 10.1
and 10.3, respectively. For both interpretations, the signal
strength POIs are parameterised in terms of the modifications
induced by selected d = 6 operators and their corresponding
Wilson coefficients.

For the modification of the SM scattering amplitudes,
only terms that are linear in a Wilson coefficient are con-
sidered by this measurement, corresponding to the interfer-
ence between the SM and a d = 6 operator. Terms that are
quadratic in a Wilson coefficient, corresponding to the inter-
ference between two d = 6 operators, are not considered.
It is expected that quadratic effects will have a mild impact
on the interpretation of the results presented in this paper;
such studies were performed and reported in Refs. [20, 159]
on the same set of Wilson coefficients. Furthermore, con-
straints obtained using only a linear parameterisation are gen-
erally looser and therefore more conservative than those that
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Table 5 Breakdown of the main contributions to the total uncertainty
in oger X By ww+ and oypr X By ww=, relative to the measured
value. The individual sources of systematic uncertainties are grouped
together. The indentation in the first column indicates this grouping.

‘Experimental uncertainties (excl. MC stat.)’ corresponds to the group
of experimental uncertainties excluding MC statistical uncertainties.
The sum in quadrature of the individual components may differ from
the total uncertainty due to correlations between the components

Source S 1% St 1%]
Total 10 22
Data statistical uncertainties 52 14
Total systematic uncertainties 8.7 16
Experimental uncertainties 7.2 7.9
MC statistical uncertainties 2.2 4.5
Experimental uncertainties (excl. MC stat.) 7.0 6.8
Electrons 1.9 1.3
Muons 4.1 0.7
Jet energy scale 1.6 5.6
Jet energy resolution 1.1 2.2
Flavour tagging 2.7 1.0
Missing transverse momentum 0.6 0.2
Pile-up 22 0.9
Luminosity 0.9 1.0
Misidentified leptons 2.5 0.9
Theory uncertainties 5.0 15
geF H 22 43
VBF H 1.1 13
Other Higgs 0.5 0.2
Top quark 22 1.8
ww 2.8 22
Other VV 1.2 0.9
Z/y* —> 1t 1.9 33
Z]y* — ee/un 0.5 1.2
include quadratic terms, as demonstrated by these previous . . G —
results. l—-H—)WW — FH—>WW x |1+ ZA; xcj |,

The following sections describe the formulation and

derivation of the SMEFT parameterisation (Sect. 11.1), the
results of the SMEFT interpretation of the STXS measure-
ment in a CP-conserving scenario (Sect. 11.2), and the results
of the SMEFT interpretation of the STXScp measurement in
a CP-violating scenario (Sect. 11.3).

11.1 SMEFT parameterisation

By introducing d = 6 operators, the expected Higgs boson
production cross-sections (o; Vi = 1, ..., N where N is the
number of particle-level categories), the Higgs boson partial
width (T#=W"W") "and the Higgs boson total width (I'?) are
scaled by the linear functions of the Wilson coefficients:

@ Springer

j=I
M H
rf - rf x 1+ZA; xcjl,
j=1

where M is the number of Wilson coefficients considered
and c; is the Wilson coefficient for d = 6 operator j. Addi-

tionally, A‘;i , AJFH%WW*, and AI;H are the factors obtained
from the matrix-element calculation for o;, TH=WW" and
' respectively, using simulated event samples for a single
d = 6 operator j at ¢; = 1. Therefore, the full parameteri-

sation becomes:
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Fig. 12 Best-fit values and uncertainties for the signal strengths mea-
sured in each of the STXScp categories, normalised to the correspond-
ing SM predictions, for a gg H and b EW gg H production. The error
bars show the total uncertainty in each signal strength. The p-value
quoted in the legends collectively considers the data in a and b. Also
shown is the modification to the SM prediction induced by the relevant
CP-even/odd d = 6 operators with a BSM physics scale A = 1TeV.

Ho>WW*
AL

(1 + M A%+
1+ Y0, A e

)xcj)

i = Hi X

Vi=1,...,N,

= (H
where p; is signal strength for category i and is fixed to the
SM prediction of 1. In doing so, the POIs of the fit model
become the Wilson coefficients, c;Vj=1,..., M.

Only inference terms which are linear in the corresponding Wilson coef-
ficients are considered. Each Wilson coefficient value corresponds to
the 95% CL limit furthest from zero for cyw, ¢ H and cyg, as obtained
by the statistical interpretation of data. The value of ¢y is chosen to
be the secondary local minimum identified in its likelihood scan, which
is particularly instructive for this Wilson coefficient. See Sect. 11 for
the definitions of the Wilson coefficients

For each d = 6 operator, the corresponding modifica-
tions to the Higgs boson production cross-sections, partial
width, and total width are calculated following the same
procedure as the one used in the ATLAS interpretation of
combined Higgs boson measurements [159]; the modifica-
tions induced by these same operators on background pro-
cesses are neglected. Dedicated gg H and EW gg H samples
(including V H contributions for the latter) were simulated
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using MADGRAPH5_AMC@NLO [76], with the effects of
d = 6 operators introduced via the SMEFT@NLO [160] and
SMEFTsmM [161,162] UFO models [163]. The operators are
given in the Warsaw basis [25]. For loop-induced gg H pro-
duction, SMEFT@NLO was used to account for top quark
loop amplitudes at high pr; in contrast, SMEFTSIM treats
H — gg as an effective vertex. For EW gg H production
and the decay, SMEFTSIM was used. Both UFO models were
implemented using top-flavour symmetry and the m yw -input
scheme [26], and a BSM physics scale A = 1 TeV was used.
The BSM predictions were implemented by reweighting the
generated events [164], and the events were showered using
PyTHIA 8. For each operator j, the impact is derived as the
relative change in the predicted rate for each STXS category
as shown in Eq. 1, taking into account the operator’s mod-
ification of the production cross-section, partial width, and
total width as a function of ¢;. Only operators that have a
combined impact on the production cross-section and partial
width of greater than 0.001 for at least one STXS category
are considered. The EFT operator corresponding to ¢ gw (see
Table 6) has a non-negligible impact on the signal acceptance
which originates from the m ¢y selections applied by this anal-
ysis, as was demonstrated in Ref. [159]. This is accounted for
by a correction factor applied to the T ~"W" partial width
parameterisation coefficient.

Fully-linearised parameterisation As long as the EFT
effects on the POIs are small, the parameterisation in Eq. 1
may be Taylor-expanded to leading-order in the Wilson coef-
ficients, resulting in the ‘fully-linearised’ parameterisation:

M
Wi —> Wi X 1+ZpinCj YVi=1,...,N,
j=1

where P;; is the (fully-linearised) impact of d = 6 operator
Jjatcj = 11in STXS category i. The elements of the N x M
parameterisation matrix P are given by:

H—WW*
Aj

[Pl;j = Pij = AT + — At @)
where [P];; corresponds to the element in i-th row and j-th
column of P.

Principal component analysis It is expected that the vari-
ous BSM couplings may have similar impacts on the signal
strengths in STXS categories, resulting in highly correlated
Wilson coefficients when they are fitted to the data simul-
taneously. This may also lead to poor convergence of the
fit. Therefore, a rotation of the Warsaw basis is performed
to identify the directions, i.e. the set of mutually orthogo-
nal linear combinations of Wilson coefficients for which the
analysis has the greatest sensitivity, a procedure known as
principal component analysis (PCA).

@ Springer

The covariance matrix of the Wilson coefficients, CsmgrT,
is obtained by transforming the expected covariance matrix
of the STXS signal strengths, CsTxs:

-1 _ pT -1
Comerr =P CorxsP.

where P is the fully linearised parameterisation matrix
defined in Eq. 2. An eigenvector decomposition of CS_1\1/IEFT
is performed, yielding a matrix of eigenvectors E where each
row corresponds to an eigenvector and each column corre-
sponds to the component of each eigenvector along a (phys-
ical) direction in the Warsaw basis. The parameterisation
matrix in this rotated basis P’ is given by:

P =PE"'.

Only the directions with eigenvalues greater than 0.01 are
kept, corresponding to an expected uncertainty in the asso-
ciated Wilson coefficient for each eigenvector of less than
1/4/0.01 = 10 at the 68% CL. After obtaining the most sen-
sitive directions, the parameterisation is implemented as in
Eq. 1 but with the Wilson coefficients in the Warsaw basis
replaced by the rotated basis.

11.2 SMEFT interpretation in a CP-conserving scenario

Following the prescription for selecting the Warsaw-basis
operators relevant to the STXS measurement as described
in the previous section, there are sixteen d = 6 operators
considered by the SMEFT interpretation. They are shown
in Table 6, and their expected impact on the STXS signal
strengths is visualised graphically in Fig. 13. When fitting
each Wilson coefficient independently (i.e., with all others
fixed to their SM expectation of 0), consistency with the SM
expectation is observed for each of them, as shown in Fig. 23
of Appendix C.

Subsequently and also following the prescription described
in the previous section, PCA is performed using the expected
covariance matrix of STXS POIs, yielding a reduced set of
five operators in a rotated basis. The eigenvectors defining
this basis are shown in Fig. 14 with the corresponding Wilson
coefficients labelled as cg, c1, ¢z, ¢3, and c4. The operators
corresponding to cg, c1, ¢3, and ¢4 yrimarily point along the
operators corresponding to cgg, c;;, ¢tG, and cgw, respec-
tively, while ¢ exhibits a mixture of several physical oper-
ators. The impacts for these operators are also visualised in
Fig. 13.

Equation 1 is re-parameterised in terms of cg, c1, c2, ¢3,
and c4 using the eigenvectors calculated above, and a final fit
is performed where these Wilson coefficients are simultane-
ously fitted. The results of this fit are shown in Fig. 15. Each
Wilson coefficient is consistent with the SM expectation. The
observed values of the correlations between different mea-
sured Wilson coefficient are generally small, < 15% in abso-
lute value, but non-zero, as shown in Fig. 22 of Appendix C.
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Table 6 Definitions for relevant d = 6 operators impacting Higgs
boson production and decay. The operators are given in the Warsaw
basis, and the operator and coefficient notation follows the convention
of Ref. [161]. The horizontal lines delineate groups of operators affect-

ing (a) primarily gg H production, (b) primarily EW gq H production,

and (c) a mixture of both production modes and H — WW* decays,
in that order. Also shown are the effects of each operator or example
diagrams that are affected via the modification of SM vertices (open
dots) or insertion of BSM vertices (filled dots)

Wilson coefficient Operator Effect or affected diagram
g
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Fig. 13 Fractional variation of each of the STXS POIs measured rel-
ative to their respective SM expectation for the values of the Wilson
coefficients shown in the legend. The operators are grouped according
to those affecting (top row) primarily gg H production, (second row)
primarily EW gq H production, and (third row) all categories equally.
These three rows present the fractional variations for operators in the

ATLAS

Vs =13TeV, 140fb~"
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Warsaw basis; the bottom row presents the fractional variations for oper-
ators in the rotated basis, following the PCA described in Sect. 11.1.
The fractional variations are independently evaluated using Eq. 1, with
each Wilson coefficient set to its approximate 95% CL interval bound
as reported by this measurement
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Fig. 14 The composition of the (orthonormal) eigenvectors defining
the rotated basis in terms of operators in the Warsaw basis, labelled
in terms of their corresponding Wilson coefficients. Also shown is the
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expected 68% CL error for each Wilson coefficient in the rotated basis,
Oexps calculated as 1/+/EV where EV is the eigenvalue for the corre-
sponding eigenvector
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Fig. 15 Best-fit values and uncertainties for the Wilson coefficients of
the d = 6 operators considered by the SMEFT interpretation of the
STXS measurement in a CP-conserving scenario. The d = 6 operators
are given in the rotated basis, and all Wilson coefficients are fitted simul-
taneously. Both the observed (diamond) and expected (circle) results are

The smallness is due to the fact that eigenvectors are fitted,
while the non-zero size of the observed correlations in the
fit to data is because the directions of the eigenvectors were
derived using the expected STXS covariance matrix; the cor-
relations between the expected values of different Wilson
coefficients are all less than 1%.

11.3 SMEFT interpretation in a CP-violating scenario

The SMEFT interpretation of the STXScp measurement fol-
lows a similar approach to that of the STXS measurement,
with the key difference being that only the shape of the
A¢T distribution is used to investigate potential CP vio-
lation. The interpretation only considers four EFT opera-
tors: the two CP-odd operators to which the measurement
has sensitivity and their CP-even counterparts. Two of the
operators, H' H Gﬁv G4 (with Wilson coefficient ¢ ) and
H'H éﬁUGAMU(With Wilson coefficient ¢y ), induce CP-
even and CP-odd modifications to gg H production, respec-
tively. The other two operators, H™H W], W' (with Wil-
son coefficient cyw) and H' H W;U WY (with Wilson coef-
ficient ¢y ;) induce CP-even and CP-odd modifications to
EW gq H production, respectively. The corresponding oper-
ators for the Wilson coefficients cgwp and cyp, along with
their CP-odd counterparts, are not included as their influence
on the shape of the Aqu.tj distribution is negligible. The Wil-
son coefficients for all other EFT operators are also set to 0
in the interpretation.

Value of Wilson coefficient

shown. The best-fit values and uncertainties for the observed (expected)
results are shown outside (inside) of the parentheses on each line. The
error bars and quoted errors correspond to the total 95% CL interval on
each Wilson coefficient

CP violation will manifest as a modification of the shape
of the Aq};—; spectrum [165]. To ensure that only shape infor-
mation is used to constrain CP-violating effects from d = 6
operators, and therefore provide a genuine test of CP vio-
lation, each > 2-jets STXScp category is scaled by a ‘sig-
nal normalisation factor’ (signal NF), MNF, that coherently
scales the normalisation of the same category across each
of its Ad)jf bins and is treated as a nuisance parameter. The
parameterisation of the > 2-jets categories becomes:

(14 2y + 4] x )

1+ZkA};H X Ck

where i corresponds to each of the > 2-jets categories:

NF
Kij = [ij X i X

)

e ggH > 2-jets, pf < 200GeV;
o ggH > 2-jets, p > 200GeV;
e EW gqH > 2-jets, pH <200GeV, 350 <m j;
<700 GeV,;
e EW ggH > 2-jets, pff <200GeV, m;; > 700 GeV;
e EW gqH > 2-jets, pf! >200GeV, mj; > 350GeV,

Jj corresponds to the index of the A¢jtj bin, j € [1, 2, 3, 4],
and k corresponds to the d = 6 operator, k € [HG, H G
HW, H W]. Following the parameterisation, each p;; is fixed
to 1 and each ,LL?IF is floated. All of the 0- and 1-jet categories
are parameterised according to Eq. 1 and help to constrain
the effects of the CP-even operators.
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Fig. 16 a Best-fit values and uncertainties and b correlations for the
Wilson coefficients of the d = 6 operators considered by the SMEFT
interpretation of the STXScp measurement in a CP-violating scenario.
The d = 6 operators are given in the Warsaw basis, and all Wilson coef-
ficients are fitted simultaneously. In a, both the observed (diamond) and

All four Wilson coefficients are obtained from a simulta-
neous fit to data, the results of which are shown in Fig. 16a.
Each Wilson coefficient is consistent with the SM expecta-
tion within its 95% CL interval. An additional visualization
of these observed results is shown in Fig. 24 in Appendix C,
where instead of assuming an energy scale A 1TeV,
three different fixed values for the Wilson coefficients are
assumed, and a lower limit on the energy scale is extracted.
This results in lower limits of approximately 100 TeV for the
operator corresponding to cpg and approximately 10 TeV
for each of the operators corresponding to ¢y, chw, and
Cpyy» Using the most aggressive scenario for each Wilson
coefficient. Despite a non-negligible cross-contamination of
ggH and EW gq H in their respective ggF and VBF SRs, the
correlations between different observed values of the Wil-
son coefficient are all less than 5% in absolute value, as can
be seen in Fig. 16b. This may stem from the distinct impact
between ¢,y and ¢y on the Aqﬁ. distribution, as shown
in Fig. 12.

The asymmetry between the lower and upper uncertain-
ties for the observed value of ¢ is best understood by
studying the negative log-likelihood scan for ¢ 5, which is
shown alongside likelihood scans for the other three Wil-
son coefficients in Fig. 17. Floating the signal NFs (which
is the default in this analysis in order to remove the effects
of rate changes from the measurement of the Wilson coeffi-
cients) significantly broadens the likelihood curve for ¢y,
while such a significant effect is not observed for any of the
other three Wilson coefficients. The operator associated with
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(b)

expected (circle) results are shown. The best-fit values and uncertainties
for the observed (expected) results are given by the left (right) numbers
on each line. The error bars and quoted errors correspond to the total
95% CL interval in each Wilson coefficient

¢y induces large absolute yield variations in A¢jij bins;
for example, at c; 5 = 0.7, the ggF signal yield varies by
+375% in a given Ad:j;. bin and —375% in the symmet-

ric Ad)}*;. bin. To mitigate these large and asymmetric yield
variations, the corresponding signal NFs are driven to small
values, which in turn requires the fit to tune the nuisance
parameters for background theory systematics (and primar-
ily those attributed to W W and ¢7) in order to maintain ade-
quate agreement between the model and data. Because these
background theory systematic errors are large in the ggF-
enriched SRs, the fit has significant freedom to adjust these
nuisance parameters before the agreement degrades, result-
ing in the broadening in the likelihood scan. This behaviour is
not possible when the signal NFs or the background theory
systematic errors are fixed. Additionally, there is a second
local minimum at ¢z ~ —0.4, further contributing to the
asymmetry in the observed ¢,  limits. As shown in Fig. 12a,
the measured gg H > 2-jets STXScp POIs exhibit opposite
trends below and above pfl = 200 GeV. The global mini-
mum is at ¢ e~ 0.0, which aligns with the POIs measured
in the p? < 200 GeV categories. Figure 12a also illustrates
the EFT effect at the second minimum of ¢ HG which can
modify the SM prediction for the ggF signal to better align
with data in the p{l > 200 GeV regions.

Altogether, this interpretation demonstrates the potential
to simultaneously constrain CP-even and CP-odd anomalous
Hgg and HV'V couplings in H — WW* decays using an
STXS-based approach incorporating the A(pfj variable. The
precise measurements of the gg H 0- and 1-jet categories lead
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Fig. 17 Negative log-likelihood scans for the Wilson coefficients of the
d = 6 operators considered by the SMEFT interpretation of the STXScp
measurement in a CP-violating scenario. Shown are the expected and
observed results for the fits utilising shape-only information (i.e., with

to the same stringent constraint on cyg as the one imposed
by the STXS measurement when other anomalous couplings
are neglected. In contrast, incorporating A(bjij binning sig-
nificantly enhances the observed 95% confidence limits on
cyw, which goes from [—2.3,2.2] in a single-parameter fit
using the STXS scheme (shown in Fig. 23 of Appendix C)
to [—1.5,0.4] in the four-parameter fit using the STXScp
scheme. Compared to the results on the VBF differential
cross-sections in the H — WW™ channel published by
ATLAS [20], the additional splitting in p{i enhances the sen-
sitivity to ¢y, improving its constraints by over 50%. Addi-
tionally, the constraint for cgw (cp ) is similar to (slightly
looser than) that obtained inthe H — tt channel [147]. Both
measurements are statistically limited, complementary, and
consistent with the SM.

(d)

signal NFs floated) and shape and rate information (i.e., with signal
NFs fixed); the shape-only fits are the primary results of this measure-
ment, as they constitute a genuine test of CP violation. The 95% CL is
indicated by the horizontal dashed line

12 Conclusions

This paper presents the measurement of Higgs boson pro-
duction by gluon—gluon fusion and vector-boson fusion in
the H - WW?* — {vfv decay channel. The measure-
ment is based on a data sample of pp collisions with an
integrated luminosity of 140fb~! recorded with the ATLAS
detector at the LHC in 2015-2018 at a centre-of-mass energy
of 13 TeV. The ggF and VBF cross-sections multiplied by the
H — WW?* branching ratio are simultaneously measured
to be 12.4ﬂ:g pb and 0.79f8:%2 pb, in agreement with the
SM predictions of 10.4 + 0.6 pb and 0.81 £ 0.02 pb, respec-
tively. Higgs boson production in the H — WW* — ¢vlv
decay channel is further characterised through STXS mea-
surements in a total of 15 categories. The measurements of
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the inclusive ggF and VBF cross-sections are improved over
a previous measurement with the same data sample by 11%.
The improvements amount to up to 36% for the STXS cate-
gories, where the gains are largest for categories with large
p%’ . The STXS measurement along with an STXS-like Aqﬁfj
measurement are interpreted in the context of an effective
field theory, with and without CP-violating operators. All
measurements and their interpretations are compatible with
the SM predictions.
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Appendix

A: Additional material on backgrounds with misidenti-
fied leptons

Single-lepton triggers and some dilepton triggers use stricter
selection criteria than the anti-identification criteria used
by this measurement for the data-driven estimation of the
misidentified lepton background. Consequently, when only

8 o<n<137 ATLAS
Vs = 13TeV, 140 fb=t
7 H->WW" - tvlv

Trigger correction factor

3r ¢ Trigger correction factor (Tight, Total unc.) +
EW subtraction unc. (Medium)
ok ¢ Trigger correction factor (Medium, Total unc.) * +
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Electron pr [GeV]

(a)

an anti-identified lepton triggers an event, it introduces bias.
To account for this, an additional correction is applied to the
extrapolation factor. Details of this additional correction are
discussed in Sect. 7.1, while the resulting trigger correction
factors are shown in Fig. 18.
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Fig. 18 Trigger correction factors for anti-identified electrons in the a
central and b forward regions of the detector and ¢ for anti-identified
muons. For electrons, the correction factors are provided for those that
satisfy both the Medium and Tight identification criteria. As no trig-
ger correction factor is necessary for a muon pt above 50 GeV, the

(27-35] (35-40] (40-50)
Muon pt [GeV]

©

entries in ¢ stop there. In the upper panels, the error bars indicate the
total uncertainties in the trigger correction factors and the shaded bars
indicate systematic uncertainties arising from the sources described in
Sect. 8.1. In the lower panels, the total relative uncertainties in the trigger
correction factors are shown
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B: Additional material on the STXS and CP-sensitive
measurements

This section provides additional information about the results
of the STXS measurement, whose main results are shown and
discussed in Sect. 10.1, and on the results of the STXScp
measurement, whose main results are shown and discussed
in Sect. 10.3. The observed central values and uncertainties
of each of the measured STXS cross-sections, discussed in
Sect. 10.1 and compared with their SM prediction in Fig. 10,
are provided in Table 7. The observed correlation matrix for
the measured STXS cross-sections is shown in Fig. 19, while

the observed correlation matrix for the measured STXScp
categories is shown in Fig. 20.

The observed background normalisation factors and their
uncertainties obtained from the STXS, 2-POI, and STXScp
fits to data are shown in Fig. 21 and are in good agreement
with each other and with unity. The uncertainties in the NFs
are generally large due to correlations with the uncertainties
in the backgrounds they normalise, and differences between
the best-fit values between the STXS/2-POI and STXScp
measurements are due to differences in how the SRs are
defined and the post-fit values of the nuisance parameters.

Table 7 Best-fit values and uncertainties for the production cross-sections multiplied by the H — W W* branching ratio in each of the STXS
categories and the corresponding SM predictions, as discussed in Sect. 10.1

STXS category (0; X By ww=) Value Uncertainty [fb] SM prediction
[fb] Total Stat. Exp. syst. Sig. theo. Bkg. theo. [fb]

ggH O-jet 6300 £800 50 +500 +100 e 5900 = 400
p{! < 200GeV

ggH 1etlow pk 2100 +£700  +400 300 a0 +400 1400 + 190
p{! < 60GeV

ggH 1-jet medium pJ! 1600 +400  £300 190 i R 970 + 150
60 < pH < 120GeV

ggH l-ethigh p# 270 +90 +80 e +7 +34 160 + 30
120 < pH < 200GeV

ggH > 2-jets 800 £700  +400 350 e £500 1010 £ 210
p? < 200 GeV

ggH very high p# 230 e £50 e e e 96 £22
200 < pH < 300GeV

ggH highest p# 2 T 22 +6 3 B 26+7
pH > 300GeV

EW gqH 1-jet 20 280 +230 +120 a0 +90 279 + 14

EW gqH > 2-jets low pH low m j; 90 +60 +50 s i a0 109 + 7
pi < 200GeV, 350 < mj; < 700 GeV

EW gqH > 2-jets low pH medium m j; 17 20 = +9 s B 56.0 +3.5
p{’ <200GeV, 700 < mj; < 1000 GeV

EW gqH > 2-jets low pX! high m; 59 2 i 7 7 8 50.6 +2.9
i <200GeV, 1000 < m;; < 1500 GeV

EW gqH > 2-jets low p¥ highest m j; 62 2 e 7 e i 50 + 4
pi < 200GeV, mj; > 1500 GeV

EW gqH > 2-jets high p¥ mediumlowm;; 25 T h 32 i 2 143£0.5
p¥ > 200GeV, 350 < mj; < 1000 GeV

EW gqH > 2-jets high p# high m j; 12 7 * 1 o - 7.55+0.32
pi > 200GeV, 1000 < m; < 1500 GeV

EW gqH > 2-jets high p¥ highest m ;; 8 = - 1.1 iy T 9.9 £0.5

pH > 200GeV, mj; > 1500 GeV
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Fig. 19 Observed correlations between the production cross-sections multiplied by the H — W W™ branching ratio measured in data for each of
the STXS categories, as discussed in Sect. 10.1
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Fig. 20 Observed correlations between the production cross-sections multiplied by the H — W W™ branching ratio measured in data for each of
the STXScp categories as discussed in Sect. 10.3
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Fig. 21 Best-fit values and uncertainties for the background normalisa- by a star (%), in which case the NF is fitted using only the correspond-
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Fig. 22 Observed correlations for the Wilson coefficients of the d = 6
operators considered by the SMEFT interpretation of the STXS mea-
surement in a CP-conserving scenario. The d = 6 operators are given
in the rotated basis. All Wilson coefficients are fitted simultaneously

C: Additional material on the SMEFT interpretations

The correlations for the observed values of the Wilson coef-
ficients in SMEFT interpretation of the STXS measurement
are generally small, as shown in Fig. 22, owing to the method
of simultaneously fitting eigenvectors described in Sect. 11.2.

A SMEFT interpretation of the STXS measurement is also
performed using the Warsaw (i.e., not rotated) basis for the
16 operators shown in Table 6. Constraints on the correspond-
ing Wilson coefficients are obtained by fitting each Wilson
coefficient one at a time while fixing all others to zero, i.e.
their SM value. The expected and observed results of this
procedure are summarised in Fig. 23. All measured Wilson
coefficients are in agreement with the SM within their 95%
CL intervals. While such an approach has limited validity
regarding its physics interpretation, these results demonstrate
the sensitivity of the analysis to each measured Wilson coef-
ficient.
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Fig. 24 Summary of the 95% confidence level (CL) observed lower
limits on the scale of new physics, A j, for the indicated values of the
Wilson coefficients, ¢ ;. These limits are derived using the results of the
SMEFT interpretation of the STXScp measurement in a CP-violating
scenario, shown in Fig. 16a. Asymmetric uncertainties are symmetrised
using the root mean square

Limits on Wilson coefficients, where a fixed value of the
energy scale A = 1TeV is assumed, can also be interpreted
in another manner. One can assume a certain value of the
Wilson coefficient and thus express results as a lower limit
on the possible energy scale where the corresponding oper-
ators would enter. For the 95% CL interval on the Wilson
coefficient observed in data, one can assume three different
fixed values of the Wilson coefficient instead.These three val-
ues are (471’)2, 1, and 0.01 and result in three different 95%
CL observed limits on the scale of new physics A;. The
results of this procedure are shown in Fig. 24 for the SMEFT
interpretation of the STXScp measurement in a CP-violating
scenario described in Sect. 11.3. Figure 25 shows these same
results for the SMEFT of the STXS measurement in a CP-
conserving scenario where only one coefficient is measured
at a time, as described in the previous paragraph.
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Fig. 25 Summary of the 95% confidence level (CL) observed lower
limits on the scale of new physics, A j, for the indicated values of the
Wilson coefficients, c;. These limits are derived using the results of
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the SMEFT interpretation of STXS measurement in a CP-conserving
scenario, shown in Fig. 23. Asymmetric uncertainties are symmetrised
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